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Immanuel 


By Margaret Denison Armstrong 
“They shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:23). 
HOUGH bells peal out this Christmas 
time 
As gaily as before, 
They greet a weary, restless world— 
Bewildered, stricken, sore. 


A mighty name still rings above 
The conflict and the din; 

It breathes a calm through all the earth— 
It whispers peace within. 

While nations surge like troubled seas, 
No words can ever tell 

How strangely sweet, this Christmas 

time, 

Thy name — IMMANUEL! 


The News That Broke the Silence 


Four hundred years intervened be- 
tween Malachi and Matthew. No writ- 
ten revelation, as far as we know, came 
from Heaven during all that time. As 
We turn the few pages in our English 
Bibles from the last Old Testament 
prophet to the first Gospel, it is easy to 


forget those long, dark years, when 
generation after generation passed with 
no new word from Heaven, and the Mes- 
siah, whom a remnant still expected, did 
not come. It is a remarkable fact that 
the very first words that came from the 
realms of glory were, “Fear not.” After 
the thunders of Sinai, the Old Testa- 
ment curses, and the repeated backslid- 
ings of Israel, men might have expected 
quite a different meSsage. But these 
two, simple words are a fitting intro- 
duction to the Glad Tidings, to the glori- 
ous announcement that “the grace of 
God that bringeth salvation hath ap- 
peared to all men” (Titus 2:11). The 
angel spoke these words to Zacharias, as 
he announced the coming of John, the 
herald of the Redeemer (Luke 1:13); to 
Mary, as He told her in clear but dig- 
nified language that she was to be the 
mother of “the Son of the Highest” 
(Luke 1:30, 32); to Joseph, “while he 
thought on these things” (Matt. 1:20); 
and finally to the faithful shepherds at 
their post of duty in the field (Luke 
2:10). It is profitable to pause and think 
of the response of each one. Zacharias 
doubted Gabriel’s word, therefore he was 
struck dumb; Mary and Joseph were 
perplexed, and needed further light, but 


< 


were not unbelieving; the shepherds be- 
lieved and acted on their faith, saying, 
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord: hath made known unto 
us” (Luke 2:15). Unbelief silences us 
and takes away our testimony, but God 
is always willing to give more light to 
those who humbly seek it; and when we 
act upon God’s Word we find Him to be 
true and faithful, and our experience 
will be like the shepherds’, for they 
found “all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.” 
These four “fear not’s,” which opened 
the way for the Saviour, should encour- 
age every convicted sinner and every 
discouraged saint to “come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need” (Heb. 4:16). God, out of His 
love and mercy, had often spoken them 
to His people of old; but now there was 
new reason for them, for the Saviour had 
come, “not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a ran- 
som for many” (Matt. 20:28). “He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things?” 
(Rom, 8:32.) 


x 


Thoughts on the Approach of Christmas 


An editorial by J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


the mail a tract purporting to show 

that spiritually-minded Christians 
should not celebrate Christmas, on the 
ground that it is no more nor less than 
a bit of Romanized paganism. I have no 
doubt about the sincerity of those who 
hold this view. I believe they truly de- 
sire to please God and honor our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and for that I love them. 
Yet I intend to celebrate Christmas, and 


Press mait trac I receive through 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Christ; in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowl- 
edge” (Col. 2:2, 3). 




















I hope to please God and honor our Lord 
Jesus Christ in so doing, 

It does not disturb me that we do nct 
know absolutely the day of our Lord’s 
birth. It is a certainty that He was 
born, and if Christians agree to cele- 
brate His birth together, I am happy to 
join them in it, no matter how arbi- 
trarily the date may have been set. 
King George VI of Great Britain was 
born on the fourteenth of December, but 
his official birthday is in May, in order 
to give the British people an out-of- 
doors holiday. So, while we do not for- 
get the great truths of the incarnation 
the rest of the year, we have a season 
when we give that aspect of Christian 
doctrine special emphasis. 

But my purpose is not to argue the 
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case for Christmas. THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Trmes has just reprinted an excellent 
article by Josephine Hope Wesiervelt in 
its November 25th issue, dealing very 
clearly with these matters under the 
title, “Is Our Observance of Christmas 
Scriptural?” I shall say only this: “Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his 
own mind. He that regardeth the day, 
regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that 
regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 
doth not regard it” (Rom. 14:5, 6). 

I hope we shall not allow Christmas 
activities to crush out meditation. Activ- 
ity there will be, altogether legitimate 


and merry (for all merriment is not un-, 


holy !); but meditation there must be. 
And here are some of the thoughts with 
which I am approaching this Christmas 
season: ' 

First, I am thinking of the reception 
that was accorded the Lord of Glory 
in comparison with what might have 
been, had only His people known. Like 
Paul, “I speak after the manner of men” 
(Gal, 3:15), remembering the sovereign 
ordaining of God on the cther side. But 
how unbelievable that the King for 
whom Israel had long hoped, the Sav- 
iour for whose coming they had ear- 
nestly locked, should come all unrecog- 
nized, all unwelcomed, and be finally 
cast out! We cannot escape the tragedy 
of Christmas, even amid the ringing of 
bells, even amid the song of the angels. 
Here is how I have tried to express the 
terrible contrast between what was to 
be expected, and what actually occurred: 

Awake, O Judah, from the dust of death ! 

Put off thy mourning garments; deck thee 

fair 

To meet thy King, who cometh to repair 

Mount Zion's breach, as ancient prophet 

saith. 
But never a blast of the trumpet, 
And never a roll of the drum 
Bid a welcome clear 


To the infant dear, 
Or proclaimed, The Lord is come ! 


O captive Israel, now break thy chain ! 

Bring forth the scepter and the diadem, 

Set high the throne! This Son of Beth- 
lehem 

Now crown as King, whose right it is to 

reign. 
But they gave Him a reed for a scepter, 
Sharp thorns for a circlet of gold, 
While His royal throne 
Was a cross alone, 
And His mantle was grief untold. 

Then the question comes home to my 
own heart: Have I accorded Him a truly 
royal welcome? have I really given Him 
the place of sovereignty in my life? does 
He have the back stable, or the throne 
room, in my heart? 

We cannot come up to Christmas with- 
out thinking of this glad season in rela- 
tion to the conditions of things about 
us. This year the message of the angels 
seems again to be mocked, as the first 
throes of what may be the most titanic 
struggle of all history are convulsing 
the world. “Glory to God” we shall say, 
whatever the vexations of earth, for we 
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know that even the wrath of man shall 
praise Him, and His strange work of 
judgment will glorify Him. But when 
we come to “peace on earth,” there is a 
lump in the throat. Can it be that things 
have gone awry, that God’s intention has 
been thwarted, that the angel song is 
destined to make a Tantallus of the 
whole human race? No, it is not that. 
Let us go with Jesus down the road a 
bit and we shall learn something of the 
meaning of it all. He is talking to His 
few chosen ones on the eve of His great 
passion. Listen! “Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you: not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. .... 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world” (John 14:27; 16:33). 

Now I begin to understand. The 
world’s way of giving peace is making 
outward conditions propitious, and when 
these are disturbed the peace is gone. 
The peace that Jesus gives is a peace 
that is based on a right relation with 


. God and is realized through an unshake- 


able trust in God. It is a peace that 
abides through the storm, a peace that 
carries through a Gethsemane, a Gol- 
gotha. It is “the peace of Ged, which 
passeth all understanding.” 


When I first came from Scotland to 
Canada with my parents, we had a cold, 
stormy voyage. Our ship was tossed 
like a plaything by the waves. We 
passed a shoal of icebergs, like majestic, 
white castles. Now the sea was as stormy 
to them as to us. The waves beat upon 
their towering walls as much as against 
the hull of our vessel. The wind howled 
around their snowy heads as fiercely as 
around our rigging. But the icebergs 
did not bob like corks. They placidly 
sailed through the storm, as if in de- 
fiance of all the elements. The reason? 
The iceberg sinks deep into the ocean, 
only one-ninth of its height being above 
surface. When we sink deep into the 
love of God, the surface storms of cir- 
cumstance do not shake that sure repose. 
“Peace on earth’’ when the war-drums are 

throbbing; 
Peace when the skies rain destruction 
and woe; 

Peace while breasts heave with deep sigh- 

ing and sobbing; 
Peace which the Saviour alone can 
bestow. 


And we shall not forget that this peace 
which the Saviour bestows was dearly 
bought, at Calvary. 

My Christmas meditation is not yet 
complete. The peace that I can know 
in my heart, amid the storm and strife 
and sin, surely does not exhaust the 
promise of the angels’ carol. The same 
Lord who spoke peace to troubled hearts 
spoke peace to the angry elements; and 
one glad day He who bade the waves 
of Galilee be at rest will suddenly ap- 
pear, subdue the warring nations, cast 
out the powers of evil which have kept 
this poor world in confusion, and; as 
Prince of Peace, reign over a world at 
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rest. Yes, this world will yet celebrate 
a golden Christmas! 


“Peace on earth,” and war’s engines are 
broken ! 
Peace, and the 
dew ! 
Peace among nations, with good will the 
token ! 
Peace, for He comes all the earth to 
renew ! 
bd 


skies rain beneficent 


Notes on Open Letters 





December Weather in Palestine 
This question was asked in my Bible 
class: What is the climate in the Holy 

Land on December 25, the supposed 

time of our Saviour’s birth? Do they 

have winter there as we understand it? 

If so, why were the shepherds on the 

hillside? Any light that you can give 

me on this question would be greatly 
appreciated—“A constant reader of 
your splendid paper.” 

This question was sent to Dr. T A 
Lambie, the well-known medical mis- 
sionary of the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions, who lives 
near Bethlehem. He is the director of 
a Christian sanatorium for tuberculars 
which is now under construction. Dr, 
Lambie’s reply follows: 

“As a rule it is the end of December 
in Palestine that brings the bitter cold 
rain which may turn to snow. It is not 
usual to have snow December 25. It 
usually comes the end of January or 
first of February. Palestine has a long, 
warm autumn that lasts until November, 
In November, normally the rains begin 
and continue until Easter. Last year I 
understand they even had snow in April, 
but this is unusual. The old hymn says, 
‘It was in the bitter winter, Earth was 
like a stone,’ etc. It might possibly have 
been true in Palestine on December 25, 
but hardly likely. 

“Now, as to the shepherds on the hill- 
side: yes, this is quite probable. When 
the rains begin in November everything 
is very dry and parched. The poor sheep 
are famished, for Palestine is and prob- 
ably always has been over-grazed. Then 
the rain comes, the grass springs up, 
and naturally the shepherds wish to get 
their flocks in good condition for the 
lambing time, which comes in January 
or February. The Y.M.C.A, has secured 
a large plot of ground near Beit Sahur 
which is supposed to be the Shepherds’ 
Field and might well have been where 
the angels came down that first Christ- 
mas Eve. It contains a large cave to 
which the shepherds and the sheep could 
repair when the rains came and the rain 
and wind became too strong.” 





Note.—Readers who are sending Dr. 
Lambie contributions either. for the 
tuberculosis sanatorium or for the up- 
keep of the Garden Tomb should note 
carefully that the correct address is Dr. 
T. A. Lambie, P. O. Box 1, Bethlehem, 
Hashemite Kingdom of the Jordan. The 
name “Palestine” should not be included. 
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The Message and Ministry of the Angels 


How they announced the coming of the Messiah, 
and His deity and redeeming work 


HAT a prominent and important 
W part the angels took at our 
Saviour’s birth! An angel ap- 
peared unto Joseph both before and 
after the birth of the holy Babe. A 
heavenly visitant allayed his fears con- 
cerning Mary by enlightening his mind 
as to the divine origin and nature of 
her Babe. When the holy Child was 
born, an angel warned Joseph of Herod’s 
murderous design, and directed him to 
flee into Egypt (Matt, 2:13). Mary was 
visited by the angel Gabriel, who re- 
vealed to her the high honor God had 
conferred on her in choosing her to be 
the mother of the long-promised Mes- 
siah (Luke 1:26-35). When this won- 
drous and momentous event took place, 
it was an angel who announced it to 
some awed and fearful shepherds. Then 
the heavens were filled with glory and 
“a multitude of the heavenly host” stood 
with the angel, to render a glad hymn 
of praise to God, for all the birth of 
Christ was to mean to mankind (Luke 
2:8-14). 
The Mystery of the Incarnation 
It is no surprise to the spiritually 
minded that God should use angels to 
foretell and announce the birth of Christ. 
Our Lord came direct from Heaven, 
where He was loved, served, and wor- 
shiped by the angels. All Heaven was 
supremely interested in His renunciation, 
His incarnation, His redemptive mission. 
How fitting, therefore, that angels should 
attend His birth! The supernatural 


birth of Christ demanded a supernatural 


announcement and confirmation of His 
deity. The materialist treats our Lord’s 
miraculous birth as a myth or legend. 
Since “the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God: for they 
are foolishness unto him” (1 Cor. 2:14), 
this is not surprising. To the believer 
the supernatural entrance of Christ into 
this world is no more difficult to accept 
than His supernatural return to Heaven, 
Both were necessary for our salvation. 
He “came forth from God” to atone for 
the sin of the world, and having fin- 
ished His work (John 17:4), He returned 
unto God (John 13:3). The incarnation 


’ is indeed a great mystery, but it is not 


to be rejected because of this. Elec- 
tricity is a mysterious force of which 
most of us know so little, but this does 
not prevent us from using it to light 
and heat our rooms. All nature is wrap- 
ped in mystery, as we are reminded in 
the familiar lines of Tennyson: 

Flower in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies; — 

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 

Little flower — but if I could understand 

What you are, root and all, and all in all, 

I should know what God and man is. 


. 


The Rev. Arthur Hedley, who lives 
in Dunstable, Bedfordshire, Eng., is 
a minister who has written numerous 
unsigned, leading editorials for The 
Sunday School Times. In this Christ- 
mas meditation he brings before 
readers, from the Scriptures, some of 
the most joyous and comforting as- 
pects of the first coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 








But the mystery of nature does not 
hinder us from admiring the perfect 
beauty of a rose and enjoying its sweet 
fragrance. Even so, faith accepts as a 
fact the mystery of our Saviour’s birth, 
and appropriates and experiences the 
rich blessings that His advent has made 








The Rays of Prophecy 
By Theodore Hastings Kampman 


HE rays of prophecy 
Converge on Christmas morn: 
The yearning hearts of saints of old 
Looked forward to this day, foretold 
By holy men inspired, 
One should be born, they said, 
Destined a brighter day to bring, 
The perfect Prophet, Priest, and King. 


God gave a star of hope 
To the sad, fallen pair, 
First in that galaxy so bright 
Of promise, lighting man’s dark night 
Of sin and woe and death. 
“The woman’s seed shall bruise 
The serpent’s head. In helpless spite, 
The serpent shall the Victor’s heel smite.” 


Thus Abraham rejoiced, 
To see Christ’s promised day; 
Jacob and David saw His birth, 
Isaiah, Micah saw the earth 
From all its sin and tears 
Redeemed at Bethlehem, 
Where Heaven would to earth draw nigh, 
When Christ should in His manger lie. 


Thus all through the dark night 
Of sin and cruelty, 
When right and hope were dead it 
. seemed, 
A star of promise softly gleamed; 
And often in the dark 
A seer’s eyes saw the star, 
A pointing finger helped men see 
The Bethlehem that was to be. 


And so for saddened men 
Across the centuries 

The light of promise gleamed afar; 

The hope of Christ shone like a star. 
But now the day has dawned; 
Rejoice, ye sons of men! 

The long-awaited Child is born! 

At long last it is Christmas morn! 


By ARTHUR HEDLEY 


possible. “Beyond controversy,” says 
Paul, “great is the mystery of our re- 
ligion — that Christ appeared in human 
form, had His claims justified by the 
Spirit, was seen by angels and pro- 
claimed among Gentile nations, was be- 
lieved on in the world, and received up 
again into glory” (1 Tim. 3:16, Wey- 
mouth). Yet how the apostle reveled in 
the incarnation of Christ in spite of its 
mystery, and how he delighted to de- 
clare the grace of the Lord Jesus who 
renounced His heavenly riches that we 
“through his poverty might be rich”! 
(2 Cor, 8:9.) 

The angels bore witness to the Sav- 
iourhood of the Lord Jesus as well as 
to His deity. He “shall save his people 
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21) was the 
revelation of the angels to Joseph. The 
Jews looked for deliverance from Rome, 
for a golden age of power, prosperity. 
and peace. But they needed deliverance 
from their sins, which had robbed them 
of God’s blessing, infinitely mere than 
they needed salvation from their exter- 
nal enemies. Because they had no sense 
of their need of moral and spiritual re- 
demption, they saw no beauty in Christ 
that they should “desire him” (Isa, 53: 
2). Today man craves deliverance from 
all the fears and perils of this atomic 
age, but he shows no deep sense of sin 
no sign of repentance, no desire for 
reconciliation with God. Until man re- 
alizes that his primary need is to be 
saved from his sins, and looks to Christ, 
his only Saviour, it is vain for him to 
look for brighter and better days, 


Good News for All 


The promise of the angel to Joseph 
was prjmarily for Israel; but the glad 
message of the angel to the wondering 
shepherds embraced “all people.” As 
at the entrance of Christ into the world 
the angel declared that the glad tiding: 
of the Saviour’s birth were for all peo- 
ple; so when His redeeming work on 
earth was done, He bade His disciple: 
to proclaim the glad news to “the whole 
creation” (Mark 16:15, R.V.). Only after 
Pentecost did Peter come to see the full 
redemptive significance of Christ's death. 
At first he limited the benefits of Christ’s 
atonement to Israel. He did not get-be- 
yond the promise given to Joseph (Matt. 
1:21). He declared to the Jewish council 
that the same Jesus they had slain God 
had “exalted ., . to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Is- 
rael, and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5: 
31). But after the conversion of Corne- 
lius and his household, his eyes were 
opened to see that the blessings of the 
Gospel were for “all people,” for Jews 
and Gentiles. He declared to the Church 
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in Jerusalem how that God had revealed 
to him in this incident that He “put no 
difference between us and them, purify- 
ing their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9). 
It was Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, 
to whom it was revealed so clearly and 
fully that the Gospel of redeeming love 
and grace was for all mankind, since 
with God “there is no difference between 
the Jew and the Greek: for the same 
Lord is rich unto all that call upon him” 
(Rom, 10:12). He had witnessed the 
power of the Gospel in the transformed 
lives of pagan men and women, and he 
could say, “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek” (Rom, 1:16). John, the be- 
loved apostle, who knew so well the 
heart of Christ, loved to tell of God’s 
love in Christ, a love that embraced the 
whole wide world (John 3:16). Long 
years after the death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Christ, he testified that “the 
Father sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world” (1 John 4:14). The Gospel 
was for all people, since all stood in 
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dire need of salvation and none but 
Christ could save them. 

The message of the angel on that 
first Christmas morning is the message 
this sad world needs this Christmastide. 
Its most urgent and vital need is a Sav- 
iour to save it from its sins. It is a 
hopeful sign that many statesmen, philos- 
uphers, poets, and scientists are awake 
to the peril of our times; but it is dis- 
tressing to think that they still refuse to 
recognize Christ as the one and only 
Saviour of mankind. They will not see 
that none but Christ can cleanse the 
heart, and that until man is changed 
things must go from bad to worse. 

It is our duty and privilege to pro- 
claim and to live out the Gospel, to 
show by the witness of our lives and of 
our lips the power of God’s redeeming 
love in Christ. It may be that God in 
His sovereign grace will yet grant to 
this disillusioned and despairing world 
a time of reviving again, when multi- 
tudes in every land will turn to Him in 
true repentance and faith and seek sal- 
vation. That’it may be so is the sincere 
prayer of every true lover of souls, 


DUNSTABLE, ENG. 


Christ's Coming— in the Old Testament 
The first half of the story completed in the New — 


HRISTMAS is usually associated with 

the New Testament. Most of the 
Christmas carols, such as, “While Shep- 
herds Watched Their Flocks,” “Silent 
Night,” “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear,” “There’s a Song in the Air,” are 
based on the New Testament account. 
When Christmas is mentioned, it is natu- 
ral to connect Christ’s coming with the 
New Testament. There is where we find 
the record of the angel’s announcement 
to Mary, of the message to the shepherds, 
of the angels’ song, and of the visit of 
the Wise Men. But the coming of the 
Saviour was not first mentioned in the 
New Testament. His coming was fore- 
told four thousand years before it was 
realized. The New Testament contains 
but half the story. The Old Testament 
tells of the other half. 

Christ’s coming was promised first in 
the Garden of Eden—four thousand 
years before He came. When Adam and 
Eve sinned, God in holy justice could 
have wiped them out. Had he not said, 
“But of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die”? (Gen. 2:17.) In- 
stead, in gracious mercy, He promised to 
send a Redeemer to pay the price of 
their sin. This promise He made in 
Genesis 3:15. Speaking to the serpent, 
God said, “And I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise 
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thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” 
There would come some day “the seed” 
of the woman, who would crush the 
head of that old serpent, the Devil, or 
Satan. The seed of the woman would 
redeem them from their sins. God was 
promising Christ’s coming in the Gar- 
den of Eden. 

Two thousand years later God picked 
out the family through whose line the 
promised Redeemer, the Christ, would 
be sent. God chose Abraham, and said 
to him, “In thee shall all families of 
the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). The 
promised Redeemer would come through 
the lineage of Abraham. But did Abra- 
ham and his family understand the 
promise? Did they know that God was 
going to send a Redeemer by this 
mere statement, “In thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed”? Paul 
answers this question in Galatians 3:8, 
“And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the gospel unto Abra- 
ham, saying, In thee shall all nations be 
blessed.” Verse 6 of this same chapter 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was accounted to him for righteousness.” 
Abraham looked for the birth of Christ 
two thousand years before it came. 

But Abraham died, not having seen 
the realization of the promise. Isaac his 
son may have wondered about it. So 
God renewed the promise to Isaac. In 
Genesis 26:4 God said, “And in thy seed 
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shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed.” Later God gave again the 
promise to Isaac’s son Jacob in Genesis 
28:14, “In thee and in thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.” 

But how do we know that “thy seed” 
means Christ? Galatians 3:16 answers; 
“Now to Abraham and his seed were 
the promises made. He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And 
to thy seed, which is Christ.” Abraham 
knew it meant Christ. The Lord Jesus, 
in speaking to the Jews one day, said 
of Abraham, “Your father Abraham re- 
joiced to see my day: and he saw it, 
and was glad” (John 8:56). So, we know 
that Abraham and Isaac and Jacob un- 
derstood the promise. 

Now Jacob had twelve sons: Asher, 
Dan, Gad, Issachar, Judah, Levi, Naph- 
tali, Reuben, Simeon, Zebulun, Joseph, 
Benjamin. Each one of these had his 
own family, and these families later be- 
came known as the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Of course, the Redeemer could 
come through but one, and God chose 
Judah. In Genesis 49:9, 10 God gave the 
promise to Judah, “Judah is a_ lion's 
whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art 
gone up: he stooped down, he couches 
as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall 
rouse him up? The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 
between his ‘feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be.” “Until Shiloh come _. .”; 
that is, “until the time of rest come.” 
Christ is also called the “Lion of the 
tribe of Juda” by the elders in Reve- 
lation 5:5. 

Jacob and his twelve sons and their 
families moved to Egypt where their de- 
scendants lived for four hundred years. 
Then God raised up Moses and Aaron 
and led the Chosen People back to Ca- 
naan. They dwelt in Canaan for four 
hundred years before the time of their 
first king. During this time the people 
forsook their faith in the promise and 
degenerated to worship heathen idols 
and. gods. It was a time when “every 
man did that which was right in his own 
eyes” (Judges 21:25) — one of the dark- 
est periods of Israel’s history. 

Later God raised up kings to rule 
over the Children of Israel. To the sec- 
ond of these kings, David, who was of 
the chosen tribe of Judah, God renewed 
the promise of the coming Christ. Da- 
vid wanted to build a temple for God 
to dwell in. But the Lord told Nathan 
the prophet to tell David that He would 
build David a “house” which was to be 
David’s seed. And God promised to es- 
tablish the kingdom of David's seed for- 
ever (2 Sam. 7:11-13). David was over- 
whelmed at the grace of God. He said, 
“Who am I, O Lord God? and what is 
my house, that thou hast brought me 
hitherto? . . . but thou hast spoken also 
of thy servant’s house for a great while 
to come. And is this the manner of man, 
O Lord God?” (2 Sam, 7:18-20.) 

David sang of the Christ his Redeemer 
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in the Psalms (16:8-11), “I have set 
the Lord always before me: because he 
is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory 
rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in 
hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul 
in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption.” Peter 
used this in his sermon on the Day of 
Pentecost. Peter said that David under- 
stood that the Christ would be of “the 
fruit of his loins, according to the flesh” 
(Acts 2:25-31). David understood the 
meaning of Christ’s coming and looked 
for that day to come. 

After David died, Solomon ruled the 
kingdom. Many Israelites forgot the 
promises made to them and forsook the 
Lord God again. When Solomon died, 
they were so divided that the nation was 
split into two kingdoms — the Northern 
Kingdom, Israel, and the Southern King- 
dom, Judah. God sent one prophet after 
another to remind them of the promise 
of the coming Redeemer. The prophets 
cried and begged the people to return to 
the Lord and to believe His Word. Isa- 
jah said of them, “The ox knoweth his 
owner, and the ass his master’s crib: but 
Israel doth not know, my people doth 
not consider. Ah sinful nation, a peo- 
ple laden with iniquity, a seed of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters: they 
have forsaken the Lord, they have pro- 
voked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, 
they are gone away backward” (Isa. 1: 
3, 4). Jeremiah pleaded in a similar 
way, “Return, thou backsliding Israel” 
(Jer, 3:12, 13). 

The prophets reminded the Children 
of Israel of the promise. Isaiah said of 
the coming Redeemer, “He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with grief... . He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities: the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. All we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; and 
the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all” (Isa. 52:13 to 53:6). Isaiah 
said that the Messiah would be God, 
born of a virgin, “The everlasting 
Father,” come inthe flesh (Isa. 9:6; 
7:14), *“The Prophet Micah told them 
He would be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 
5:2). But Israel did not hearken. They 
did not return to their old belief in the 
promise. They were not looking for 
the first Christmas. As Isaiah said, 
“Lord, who hath believed our report?” 

God brought judgment on the Chil- 
dren of Israel because of their unbelief. 
The heathen nations of Assyria and Ba- 
bylonia carried them away from Canaan 
into captivity. Yet a small group among 
the nation believed. God preserved that 
group through the destruction of Jeru- 
Salem and the captivity. Isaiah said, 
“Except the Lord of hosts had left unto 
Us a very small remnant, we should 


Tave been as Sodom and . . . Gomor- 


Tah” (Isa. 1:9). In Isaiah 6:13, the 
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prophet compared the captivity of Is- 
rael to the falling of the leaves of an 
oak tree. Only the stem is left when 
the leaves fall, and the life is in the 
stem. The holy seed, through whom the 
Redeemer will come, is compared to the 
stem. For the sake of His name, because 
He had promised, God preserved this 
stem. It was this remnant who handed 
down from generation to generation the 
promise of the Redeemer’s coming, ear- 
nestly expecting its fulfillment. All this 
happened around seven hundred years 
before the promise was fulfilled and 
Christ came, 

When the Israelites returned from the 
captivity and began rebuilding the Tem- 
ple, Haggai came and prophesied again 
to the people of the promised Messiah, 
“The desire of all nations shall come: 
and I will fill this house with glory. ... 
The glory of this latter house shall be 
greater than of the former ... in this 
place will I give peace, saith the Lord 
of hosts” (Hag. 2:7,9). Zechariah called 
to them, “Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee: he is just, and having salvation; 
lowly, and riding upon an ass” (Zech. 
9:9). Malachi said, “And the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his tem- 
ple, . . . behold, he shall come, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:1). That was 
four hundred years before Christ was 
born in Bethlehem. Then for four hun- 
dred years no prophet wrote of Christ’s 
coming. For four hundred years there 
was silence, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, Isaiah, 
the prophets, and the very small rem- 
nant through the years all died. He- 
brews 11:13 says of them: “These all 
died in faith, not having received the 
promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them, and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth.” Again in Hebrews we read, 
“And these all, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the 
promise: God having provided some bet- 
ter thing fer us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect” (Heb, 11: 
39, 40). 





Then one night the promise was ful- 
filled. “The hopes and fears of all the 
years are met in thee tonight.” The 
angels announced His coming, “Unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” 
Mary, his mother, was told to “call his 
name JESUS: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins” (Matt, 1:21). 

Was the nation Israel still looking for 
the promise? Jerusalem was full of re- 
ligion. There were six thousand Phari- 
sees, besides Sadducees and _ scribes, 
who studied the Old Testament Law un- 
ceasingly. Surely. they would “hail the 
heaven-born Prince of Peace.” But, no, 
only a “very small remnant” greeted 
Him: the shepherds, a few Wise Men, 
Mary and Joseph, and a few others. 
One of these was Simeon, a “just and 
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devout” man, who was “waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, . . . And it was 
revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, 
that he should not see death, before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Luke 1: 
25, 26). When Simeon saw the new- 
born babe, he said, “Lord, now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace,-accord- 
ing to thy word: for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation” (Luke 2:29, 30). A 
woman by the name of Anna saw Him 
at the same time as Simeon, and she 
“gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 
spake of him to all them that looked 


for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 
2:38). 
God fulfilled His promise. Christ 


came to redeem from sin those who be- 
lieved the promise in the Old Testa- 
ment as well as those who believe in 
Him as Saviour today, “And for this 
cause he is the mediator of the new 
testament, that by means of death, for 
the redemption of the transgressions that 
were under the first testament, they 
which are called might receive the 
promise of eternal inheritance” (Heb. 
9:15). Christ said of Himself that He 
came “to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Matt. 20:28). 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die: 

Born to raise the sons of earth: 

Born to give them second birth. 


Christ was born to give men second 
birth. He said, “Except a man be born 
again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” How can one be born again? 
John 1:12 says it is by receiving Him, 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
he power [authority] to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” 

We cannot help but sing with Mary: 
“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
. . . He hath holpen-his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy; as he 
spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and 
to his seed for ever” (Luke 1:46, 47, 
54, 55). 

This is the message of Christmas — 
from the Old Testament. 

WHEATON, ILL, 


Your Favorite Christmas Carol 
By William J. Hart, D.D. 


HAT is your favorite Christmas 

carol? With so many beloved songs 
heard at Christmastide, that may mean 
a difficult choice.. Suppose you ask 
yourself that question, however, and then 
hold yourself strictly to one. What 
would it be? 

Such a question was asked by the 
Methodist Recorder, London; at the 
Christmas season, 1949. Half a dozen 
persons were carefully selected to give 
the answers. Three were ministers, and 
three were women. The answer placed 
first came from the former vice-presi- 
dent of the conference, Mrs. David Lewis, 
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the only woman up to that time ever 
elected to that highest position in which 
a layman can serve. The direct ques- 
tion was this: “If you had only one 
hymn in a Christmas morning service, 
which would you choose, and why?” 

After mentioning the difficulty of such 
a choice from “all the ‘lovely familiar 
words in many hymns,” Mrs, Lewis gave 
as reasons for her final selection: “It 
must have great quality, great sym- 
pathy, and, above all, great praise; and 
it must take us straight to Bethlehem 
to ‘see this thing which is come to pass.’” 
Then she stated that, in her opinion, 
there is only one hymn that fulfills all 
these conditions, namely, “O come, all 
ye faithful.” Mrs. Lewis continued, 
“Perhaps it is the noble march of the 
triple repetition that gives such an ex- 
hibition of rejoicing, and compels such 
humble adoration, and draws us alto- 
gether into one great worshiping family, 
as we kneel at the manger and sing once 
again, ‘O come, let us adore Him, Christ 
the Lord.’” 

The second woman said, as she gave 
the experiences of her early youth, “Be- 
cause of its memories I would choose, 
‘Hark! the herald angels sing.’” 

The selection made by the third 
woman was a hymn written by Charles 
Wesley: 

Let earth and Heaven agree, 

Angels and men be joined, 

To celebrate with me 

The Saviour of mankind, 


T’adore the all atoning Lamb, 
And bless the sound of Jesus’ name. 


This is one of the Wesley hymns that 
was not carried over into the latest edi- 
tion of the Methodist hymnal; hence it 
is now little known in the United States. 

Largely unfamiliar to Americans was 
the Christmas song chosen by one of 
the ministers. It was that of Laurence 
Houseman: 

The Maker of the sun and moon, 

The Maker of our earth, 


Lo! late in time, a fairer boon, 
Himself is brought to birth. 


O perfect Love, outpassing sight 
O Light beyond our ken, 

Come down through all the world tonight, 
And heal the hearts of men! 

“T think,” said the Rev. Leslie Davison, 
who made this choice, “this is one of 
the few genuine Christmas carols that 
have been composed since the Middle 
Ages. .. . It glows with that devotion, 
joy, and wonder that fill the Christian 
as he contemplates the holy mystery of 
the incarnation.” Then he adds: “Here 
in delightfully fresh English... . House- 
man sings the oft-forgotten truth that 
Christ the Creator is also Christ the 
Redeemer, . . . This gives his hymn a 
sparkling clarity... . This hymn grows 
on you with the years.” 

The second of the two ministers made 
“O come, all ye faithful” his choice. 

The third minister, the Rev, F. B. 
Westbrook, spoke with great authority, 
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for he is at present an outstanding musi- 
cian in his own denomination and coun- 
try, and holds the degree of Doctor of 
Music. He said, “Reluctant as I should 
be to pass by such glorious hymns as 
‘Christians, awake’. . . and even more, 
‘Hark ! the herald angels sing,’ my choice 
would fall on, ‘O come, all ye faithful.’ 
It is universal in its appeal, and is well- 
nigh a perfect specimen of what good 
hymn writing ought to be. The origin 
of the words and the music are lost in 


obscurity. Yet they are, withal, per- 
fectly mated.” Then follows a strong 
sentence, “‘O come, all ye faithful’ 


seems destined to live as long as the 
Christian faith endures among men.” 


Three out of the six chosen English 
writers, there-ore, selected the same 


The Incomparable Christ 
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hymn. This, perhaps, might not have 
happened in our own country. Yet “0 
come, all ye faithful,” is greatly be. 
loved in our land, and finds a cherisheg 
place in our songs at the Christmas sega. 
son. 

“I never before heard anything g 
beautiful,” exclaimed a high school gir) 
as she returned with glowing enthusiasm 
from attending her first community tree. 
where she heard a noted Welsh chorus 
sing at midnight on Christmas Eve around 
the tall, snow-decorated Christmas tree: 

O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye. O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord, 


Lacona, N. Y, 


“There is none like unto the Lord” 


By F. M. EAGLESON 


This meditation upon the wonders of the One whose birthday we’ re- 
member especially at this season of the year is available in tract form. 
Copies may be had free of cost by addressing the author, Bex 123, 


Orangeville, Ontario, Can. 


However, it is suggested that, with your 


request, a small amount be included for postage. 


é¢¢TG‘OR unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11), 

He took young children in His arms, 
ate with sinners, and washed His dis- 
ciples’ feet: 

Yet He was before all things, created 
all things, upholds all things, is head 
over all things, is heir of all things, will 
subdue all things, and by Him all things 
are held together. 

He left the glories of Heaven, made 
Himself of no reputation, took upon 
Him the form of a servant, was bruised 
for our iniquities, gave His back to the 
smiters, His cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair, and His face to shame and 
spitting. 

He was despised and rejected of men; 
betrayed, mocked, smitten, scourged; 
made a curse for us, and executed as a 
criminal. 

Yet He is the Rock of Ages; the Sure 
Foun“ation; the Chie* Corner Stone; the 
Living Way; the Wisdom of God; the 
Unspeakable Git; the Prince of Peace; 
the Judge of all men; the Victor over 
Sin, Death, and the Grave: the Lily of 
the Valley; the One Altogether Lovely: 
the Son of God; and the Saviour of the 
World. 

He was born in a stable, yet angels 
announced His birth. 

He had nowhere to lay His head, yet 
He offers His followers prepared man- 
sions. 

He lived in poverty, yet He has blessed 
millions with unsearchable riches, 

He was often weary. yet He offers rest 
to all who are heavy laden. 


He was often hungry, yet He could 
say: “He that cometh to me shall never 
hunger.” 

He was often thirsty, yet He could say: 
“He that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” 

He had no home of his own, yet He 
could say: “Him that cometh to me! 
will in no wise cast out.” 

He was crowned with thorns, yet His 
followers shall receive crowns of glory. 

Few grieved at His death, yet the sun 
put on mourning at noonday, and the 
earth shook with anguish. 

He was buried in a borrowed: tomb, 
yet. to all who receive Him, He will give 
eternal life. 

He was put to death as a criminal, yet 
He now sits on the right hand of the 
Majesty on High. 

He held no office or position of author- 
ity, yet, at His name, every knee in 
Heaven and earth shall bow, and every 
tongue confess that He is Lord. 

He never wrote a song or a book, yet 
He is the theme of more songs and books 
than all other world celebrities com- 
bined. 

He never attended college, yet the 
world’s greatest intellects will never 
fathom His teaching. 

He put on humanity, that men might 
put on divinity. 

He went to the lowest depths of suf- 
fering and shame, that men might be 
raised to the highest heights of glory 
and honor. 

He took upon Him the sin that was 
ours, that He might give us the right- 
eousness that is His. 
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He was never elated by success, 
daunted by enemies, depressed by doubt, 
conquered by fear, or worried over any 
situation. 

He is the central character of history, 
the theme of all true preaching, the 
source of all true life and happiness, and 
the foundation of all true progress. 

He is: 

Incomparable in His humility. 

“But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a serv- 
ant, .. . he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). 


Incomparable in His love, 

“Christ also hath loved us, and hath 
given himself for us an offering and a 
sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2). 


Incomparable in His grace. 

“For ye know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, 
yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich” 
(2 Cor. 8:9). 

Incomparable in His sacrifice. 


“For even the Son of man came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
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and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). 

“He was wounded for our transgres- 
sions, he was bruised for our iniquities” 
(Isa, 53:5). 

Incomparable in His power. 

“All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth” (Matt. 28:13). 

“Upholding all things by the word of 
his power” (Heb. 1:3). 

Incomparable in His honor, 

“The blessed and only potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords” (1 
Tim, 6:15). 

Incomparable in His glory. 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 
to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory” (Rev. 5:12). 

Yes, He is all this and more, yet all 
that He is, and has, may be yours, for 
“as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12). 

Incomparable in Heaven or earth, 
Incomprehensible His worth, 
Wonders of wonders ! Christ I see 
On Calvary’s cruel cross—for me. 


ORANGEVILLE, OnT., CAN, 


V. The Redemptive Power of the Cross 
How it deals both with man’s debt of sin and sin's power over him 


N THESE aarticles, we have been 
thinking of the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ in its various aspects. In 


Jast. week’s article we considered “The 


Purpose of the Cross”— that of recon- 
ciling us. to. God. In this article we 
shall be thinking of its redemptive 
power, and with that in mind, I will 
quote a verse or two from Paul’s Epistle 
to the Colossians, “And you, being dead 
through. your trespasses and the uncir- 


cumcision of your flesh, you, I say, did 


he make alive together with him, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses: having 
blotted out the bond written in ordi- 
nances that was against us, ... and 
he hath taken it out of the way, nailing 
it to: the cross; having despoiled the 
principalities and the powers, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over 
them in it” (Col, 2:13-15, R.V.). 

In the New: Testament there are a 
great many references to the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and among them 
the verses just quoted are especially 
striking. There is, however, one other 
that we need to remember at this time. 


‘It is from the Book of the Revelation: 


“Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us 
from our sins by his blood” (Rev, 1:5, 
R.V.). Both of these passages of Scrip- 
ture make two things very clear, and I 
want to present them to you at this 
(1) as a result of 
their sins, men are in bondage and slav- 
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ery to them; (2) the death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ was to free men from that 
bondage and to redeem them from their 
power. Let us think of these two things 
and see just what is said concerning 
them: 


I, MEN ARE IN BONDAGE TO SIN 


This is a truth that many of us are 
very ready to acknowledge in connec- 
tion with other people, while at the 
same time being unwilling to own up 
to it in regard to our own lives, There 
can be no doubt, sin has a terrible power 
and a powerful grip on the life of every 
man until that grip has been loosened 
as the result of a personal experience 
with and through the Lord Jesus Christ, 

This bondage can ‘be regarded from a 
twofold viewpoint. We can understand 
it at once from the very practical view- 
point of our own experience, when we 
have battled and struggled with all the 
power that is in us, to break certain 
habits that have fastened upon us al- 
most without our realizing it, and which 
we have found almost impossible, and 
in some cases entirely impossible, to 
break in our own strength. We often 
like to deceive ourselves by trying to 
believe that we do not regard these 
things as wrong, or that we could give 
them up and gain the victory over them 
if we really wanted to, while, in reality, 
we know that they are already our mas- 
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ters and have us bound tightly and in 
their grasp. I am not thiuking only of 
some of the grosser sins of our day, but 
of matters of impure speech, of impurity 
of thought, cf jealousy and covetousness, 
of pride, or self-will, by which men can 
be mastered just as effectively and a 
absolutely as they are by alcohol or 
drugs of one kind or another. 


There is, however, a second sense in 
which we are in bondage because..of 
our sins. Each time that we commit 
sin we fall into debt. Whenever a man 
breaks a law of the state, he comes un- 
der obligation to make reparation of 
one kind or another. Until that is done 
he is in debt. While it is sometimes 
possible to make more or less adequate 
reparation in the case of law-breaking 
in regard to the state, when it comes 
to making reparation for breaking God’s 
laws, there is no such possibility, and, 
as a result, men are going deeper and 
deeper into debt, with no way, by their 
own efforts or through their own -char- 
acter, of paying off that debt and squar- 
ing their account. For this reason, the 
statements: “We shall all stand be- 
fore the judgment-seat of God, .. . So 
then each one of us shall give account 
of himself to God” (Rom, 14:10, 12), are 
well culculated to cause great discomfort 
of soul to anyone who has realized their 
solemn meaning, but has taken no step 
that will result in the balancing of his 
account before God. 


II. THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE 
Cross AND Our SINS 

The second thing that is made very 
plain in both the passages of Scripture 
quoted at the beginning of this article 
is that there is a very close and vital 
connection between the death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and our sins. John 
stated that He “loosed us from our sins 
by his blood.” That means that, through 
His death, the authority and power ex- 
erted over us by our evil habits and sins 
has been once and for all broken and 
shattered, and we always have the right 
to claim the victory over them and to 
experience it. I mean that, when we 
really know Christ Jesus as Saviour, 
that moment the key of victory is placed 
in our hands and we can go forever 
in confidence and assurance. There is 
no promise here that we shall have no 
struggles. The battle may seem very 
fierce at times, and victory will call for 
the exercise of every faculty and all our 
energy, but “God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that 
ye are able; but will with the temptation 
make also the way of escape, that ye 
may te able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Paul’s statement in Colossians in re- 
gard to the connection of Christ’s death 
and our sins is a very striking one and 
one that is of great interest. He uses 
a very graphic figure of speech — “Hav- 
ing blotted out the bond written in ordi- 
nances that was against us, ... he 


(Continued on page 1084) 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 24. THE SAVIOUR IS BORN (Christmas Lesson) 
Luke 2:1-20; Philippians 4:4-7; printed text, Luke 2:1-16 
Golden Text.—Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day 


in the city of 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 2:1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went 
out a decree from Czsar Augustus, that all the world should be 
taxed. 

2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor 
of Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 

4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judza, unto the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David.) 

5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wiie, being great with 
child. 

6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was 


vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2:10, 11 


10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. 

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 





no room for them in the inn. 


8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ACH recurring Christmas season 
E brings again to men the reminder 

of the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who came into the world to save 
simocrs. We do not know exactly when 
His incarnation took place. Scripture 
does not give us any record of the cele- 
bration of His birthday by the apostolic 
church, but early in the Christian cen- 
turies this annual memorial seems to 
have been substituted for a pagan fes- 
tival, which was celebrated on or about 
December twenty-fifth, However, we 
can surely thank God that in His divine 
providence He has permitted this. It is 
well that from year to year mankind 
should be reminded that God came down 
‘to earth in the person of His Son to 
recall us to Himself and to redeem us 
from our sins. Every Christmas carol 
sounding through the air emphasizes this 
great and important truth and is a chal- 
lenge to all to heed the Gospel message 
and to receive the Saviour it proclaims. 
“Luke, the beloved physician” (Col. 4: 
14), gives us the fullest account of the 
nativity that we have in Scripture, but 
_he is not alone in declaring the virgin 
birth of our Lord. Matthew attests this 
very clearly (Matt, 1:18), and it is cer- 
tainly implied in Galatians 4:4. Unbe- 
lieving scholars have attempted to in- 
validate Isaiah’s prophecy about the 
virgin birth (Isa. 7:14), but these New 
Testament records confirm its truth. It 
was God, the eternal Son of the Father, 
who stooped in grace to link humanity 
with His deity and to enter the world 
which He Himself had made (John 1:3) 
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through the gate of birth. Manifestly, 
in the very nature of things, He could 
have no human father, but as man born 
on earth He was “the Son of God” (Luke 
1:35). He did not begin to live when 
He was conceived in the womb of the 
Virgin, but He came voluntarily from the 
glory He had with the Father before 
the world was (John 17:5) into this new 
condition in order that He might be- 
come the Redeemer of the world. 


The Historical Setting 

The birth of Jesus really took place 
about four years prior to the beginning 
of the account designated Anno Domini. 
Through a misunderstanding as to the 
date of MHerod’s death, chronologists 
dated Christ’s birth too late. Later in- 
vestigation revealed this error, and we 
now know that Jesus was born in the 
year which we would have to call 4 
B.C., and His death took place in the 
year A.D. 30 instead of A.D. 33, as for- 
merly supposed. As to Luke, the author 
of the third Gospel and the Book of 
Acts, we have no way of determining 
whether he was a Hellenistic Jew or a 
Gentile proselyte, but the first view is 
the more probable. He became a com- 
panion of the Apostle Paul on the lat- 
ter’s second missionary journey, joining 
the company at Troas and going with 
them to Macedonia. From that time un- 
til the martyrdom of the apostle he re- 
mained with him except for short inter- 
vals when he stayed behind in various 
places to confirm young converts in the 
faith, He was Paul’s sole companion 
in his second imprisonment (2 Tim. 
4:11). 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:1.—“All the world.” This ex- 


and the babe lying in a manger. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


pression refers to that part of the world 
dominated by the Roman Empire. It 
did not include those lands inhabited 
by uncivilized or barbarous people out- 
side the limits of Rome’s authority. The 
word here translated “world” was defi- 
nitely applied in this way to the Roman 
world. 

Verse 2.—“When Cyrenius was gover- 
nor of Syria.” In years gone by, certain 
critics thought they had detected a 
chronological error here, but it is a well- 
known fact that Cyrenius was twice 
governor of Syria and held that office 
at the very time here indicated. 

Verse 3.—“Every one into his own 
city.” Note how God overruled in this 
way, in order that Micah’s prophecy, 
given 700 years hefore, might be liter- 
ally fulfilled (Mic. 5:2). 

Verse 4.—“He was of the house and 
lineage of David.” The genealogy given 
in Matthew 1 shows that Joseph, though 
but a humble carpenter, was the direct 
heir to the throne of David. Through 
his marriage to Mary, before the Holy 
Child was born, he conveyed the throne 
rights to Jesus, 

Verse 5—“‘Mary his espoused wife.” 
The genealogy given in Luke 3, in which 
Joseph is spoken of as the son of Heli 
(Luke 3:23), is evidently that of Mary, 
through whom our Lord was lineally 
descended from David through his son 
Nathan. Heli was the father of Mary. 
Joseph is said to be “of Heli” because 
he was his son-in-law. 

Verse 6.—“While they were there, the 
days were accomplished.” Thus after 
their arrival in Bethlehem, to be en- 
rolled for the taxation, the full time 
came for the birth of the Holy Babe. 


Verse 7.—“No room for them in the 





oo oh i> eee. ce eo Ge cA 


- 


Sxnwvwvsa oro a 


= 
_ 


gut 


REPS E SEOs _ FSS” S485 wean es*segee 


SFSeFSS LFF OLS 





1950 


in) 
s day 


I bring 
le. 
Saviour, 
1e babe 
> of the 
90d will 


mm them 
now go 
to pass, 


Joseph, 


e Inter- 
ed by 


> world 
ire. It 
habited 
Mle out- 
ty. The 
as defi- 
Roman 


gover- 
certain 
cted a 
a well- 
; twice 
t office 


is own 
in this 
ophecy, 
e liter- 


ise and 
y given 
though 
> direct 
‘hrough 
ie Holy 
throne 


wife.” 
2 which 
of Heli 
f Mary, 
lineally 
his son 
f Mary. 
because 


ere, the 
is after 


11 time 
abe. 


in the 





Lesson for December 24 


inn.” What a pathetic commentary on 
the attitude of this world toward its 
Creator! He who made all things found 
no welcome when He came unto His own. 
Here He took the lowest place — born 
in a stable and cradled in a manger — 
put that manger has become, through all 
the centuries since, the symbol of un- 
selfish love and undying devotion. Beth- 
lehem was the first step down from the 
throne of glory to the cross of Calvary. 

Verse 8.—“There were . . . shepherds 
abiding in the field.” All unconscious 
of the unspeakably great event that had 
taken place in the town that night, 
these simple, God-fearing men were 
watching over their flock in a near-by 
pasture. To them the first announce- 
ment of the birth of the King was to 
be given. 

Verse 9.—“The angel of the Lord came 
upon them.” Four hundred years had 
passed since angel visitants had ap- 
peared on earth. Then suddenly Gabriel 
came to Zacharias to announce the birth 
of John the Baptist and then later to 
Mary the virgin, to whom he communi- 
cated the wonderful news that she was 
to be the mother of God’s Messiah. Now 
a glorious angel appeared to the as- 
tounded shepherds as the glory of God 
covered the heavens. 

Verse 10.—“Good tidings of great joy.” 
This was the first Gospel prceclamation 
of the new dispensation, a message for 
all the people of the world—not for 
Israel only. 

Verse 11—“A Saviour, .. . Christ the 
Lord.” Though born to rule the uni- 
verse in righteousness, the emphasis 
was placed upon His Saviourhood, rather 
than upon His kingship, though both 
were included in the angel’s message. 

Verse 12.—“This shall be a sign.” Not 
a royal child in a palace, wrapped in 
costly garments, but a peasant babe in 
swaddling clothes, resting where the cat- 
tle feed. 

Verses 13, 14—“A multitude of the 
heavenly host . . . saying, Glory to 
God in the highest.” All Heaven was 
aflame with holy excitement, while the 
“ople of Bethlehem and of all Pales- 
ine slumbered on, unaware of the ad- 
yent of the long promised Deliverer. 
The message of .peace on earth, good 
will toward men fell only on the ears 
of the shepherds. 

Verse 15.—“Let us now go... and 
see.” With humble minds and reverent 
faith the shepherds wended their way 
fo the city, that they might see for 
themselves the one of whom ‘the angels 
had spoken. 

Verse 16.—“They came with haste, and 
found” the holy family: Mary, the mother; 
Joseph, her husband and protector; and 
the baby Saviour. What emotion must 
have filled their hearts as they looked 
Upon the little face and realized that 
the one of whom the prophets spake had 
appeared at last on earth! 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 17.—Victorious Daily Liv- 
ing. 2 Corinthians 11:16-33; 12: 
7-10; Philippians 3:4-11; 2 Timothy 
4; James 1:2-4 


Next Week's Lesson 


14. December 31.—Growing Through 
Fellowship With Christ. John 15: 
1-10; Galatians 2:20; Philippians 3:8-16 








The Heart of the Lesson 

At this happy season of the year our 
hearts turn once more to the wonderful 
story of the coming into the world of 
God’s beloved Son, our Lord Jesus 


‘Christ, whose advent in grace was pre- 


dicted so definitely hundreds of years 
before His birth. The city of His birth 
was foretold by Micah (chap, 5:2); Isa- 
iah declared that He would be born of 
a virgin mother (Isa. 7:14). Both of 
these prophecies were fulfilled to the 
letter, but although the Jews had been 
looking for the coming of their Messiah 
for hundreds of years, there were ‘ew 
who recognized Him as the promised 
King when He came in such deep humil- 
iation. As our colored friends sometimes 
sing in one of the tenderest and most 
touching of their spirituals: 

Sweet little baby Jesus, 

Dear little holy Child, 

They didn’t know who You was. 

Let us challenge our own hearts as to 
whether we have recognized in Him the 
Christ of God and have received Him by 
faith as our own Saviour and Lord. 


Lesson Outline 

1. The decree of Augustus (Luke 2:1, 2) 
2. Response to the decree (vs, 3-5) 

3. The Holy Nativity (vs. 6, 7) 

4. The angel’s announcement (vs, 8-14) 
5. The seeking shepherds (v. 15) 

6. The message verified (v. 16) 








Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT two decrees meet 
chapter? 
2. What is the geographical relation of 
these two decrees? 
3. Why did Joseph have to go to Beth- 
lehem for the registration? 
4. Why did Mary go with Joseph to 
Bethlehem? 
5. What sort of inn would be available 
in Bethlehem? 
6. How were shepherds regarded in Is- 
rael? 
7. How do men almost invariably re- 
act to the appearing of angels? 
8. What missionary lesson can we draw 
from verse 10? 
9. How are we to receive Jesus, ac- 
cording to the angelic message? 
10. What general impression becomes 
deeper as we study this great incident? 


in this 


(Answers on page 7081) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Micah’s Prophecy. Up to a very short 
time before the birth of Jesus, it must 
have seemed that there was very little, 
if any, likelihood of this prophecy’s be- 
ing fulfilled. The expectant mother of 
our Lord was dwelling in Nazareth, a 
city of Galilee, and doubtless had no 
thought of going down to Bethlehem at 
such atime. However, God in His prov- 
idence moved the heart of the Roman 
Emperor to command that all the world 
should be taxed and that each one should 
go to his own city for enrollment. This 
necessitated the journey of Joseph and 
Mary to Bethlehem, and there the proph- 
ecy was literally fulfilled and God’s 
Word vindicated. 


Summaries and Applications 

Each recurring Christmas Day reminds 
the world anew that God’s Son came 
to Fring salvation to all those who will 
receive Him. 

While there is no direct command to 
observe the birthday of our Lord, yet 
in divine providence God has so ordered 
it thai men should have this reminder 
from year to year that He sent His Son 
to be the Saviour of the world. 

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
there was no room for Him in the inn. 
Have we made room for Him in our 
hearts and lives? 

Responsibility increases as understand- 
ing develops. The more we know about 
Jesus, the greater will be our condem- 
nation if we refuse to receive Him. 

We all like to make and receive gifts. 
The greatest gift of all is the Lord Jesus 
Himself, whom God gave to the world 
“that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


Winona LAKE, IND. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, whose great 
love sent the Lord Jesus to be our Sav- 
iour, we thank Thee for Him, Thy great- 
est gift to men. May our hearts know 
the great joy of His coming. Send out 
to all men the glad tidings of Him who 
was born a Saviour. Draw hearts in 
every place to the Lord Jesus that amid’ 
earth’s strife and trouble men may have 
that peace with God and that peace of 
God which come only through Christ. 
Bless us in our homes at this glad sea- 
son. Help us to give first place to Christ 
this Christmas. Bless homes with dear 
ones absent in the service of their coun- 
try and homes with loved ones away in 
Thy service, Lord. Guard and keep such 
absent ones and restore us to one an- 
other in Thine own time. Forgive our 
sins and strengthen us unto every good 
work. Give cheer to the sad and lonely, 
healing to the sick, help to the tried 
and troubled, and release to the slaves 
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of sin. Let Christ’s Kingdom of glory 
soon come, and all He came to do for 
our race be accomplished to the praise 
of Thy glorious name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—When the Lord 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem there was 
no room for Him in the inn. He was 
crowded out at His birthplace. Today 
He is crowded out of His birthday. A 
preacher asked the children of his Sun- 
day school, ‘What do you think of first 
when you think of Christmas?” From 
all over the room came the reply, “Santa 





CHRISTMAS JOY— 
SOF BY A Sav 


AVIOUR, 
Claus.” That must have discouraged the 
preacher, and I’m sure it saddened the 
Lord Jesus. For it is sad when Santa 
Claus means more in our Christmas than 
Jesus Christ does. It crowds the Sav- 
iour out of His birthday. 

You won't find this Santa Claus busi- 
ness—and what a business the stores 
do make of it! You won't find this 
Santa Claus business in the Bible. There, 
at the very first Christmas, an angel 
preacher said; “I bring you gcod tidings 


LAUS 
HRIST 





of great joy ... for unto you is born 
this day . . . a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Nothing there about Santa 


Instead it is all about Jesus 
He is the real center of Christ- 
Is "He the center of your Christ- 


Claus. 
Christ. 
mas. 
mas? 

If not, it is because He who was 
crowded out of His birthplace, He who 
is crowded out of His birthday, is also 
crowded out of your heart. Other things 
fill it, and there is no room for Him 
there. But those things that crowd Him 
out are poor substitutes for the Saviour. 
They will never give you the great joy 
of which the angel spoke. That comes 
only to those who open the heart to the 
great Saviour of whom he spoke. A 
young man I know always went to 
church and Sunday school, yet he knew 
there was something lacking in his life 
till one day he received Christ into his 
heart. Now he has the great joy of 
which the angel spoke to the shepherds 
because he has the Lord Jesus as his 
own Saviour, his most real friend, and 
his best helper and guide. If the Lord 
Jesus Christ is not all that to you, ask 
Him to come into your heart — now. 

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, 
There is room in my heart for Thee. 
VANcouvER, B. C., Can, 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“The city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem” (Luke 2:4).—Bible charac- 
ters were quite well acquainted with the 
history of the places in which they lived; 
hence it is no strain of the imagination 
to think that Joseph and Mary talked 
together of some of the significant events 
that had transpired in Bethlehem. Such, 
for example, as the death of Rachel 
(Gen. 48:7); the marriage of Boaz and 
Ruth (Ruth 4:13); the anointing of Da- 
vid by Samuel (1 Sam. 16:4, 13); and the 


shepherd work of David (1 Sam. 17:15). - 


And Mary must have known that the 
greatest of all events in Bethlehem’s his- 
tory was about to occur, for she had 
been informed that she was to give birth 
to Him who was to be called “the Son 
of the Highest.” 

In the recent struggle in Palestine, 
even the Arabs knew why Bethlehem 
was so famous. 

Frank S. Mead says: “I sat on a hill- 
side in Palestine one midnight with Ali. 
Ali is an Arab; swarthy, quick-tempered, 
and wildly patriotic. We watched the 


a 


Z 
zZ 
Z 
4 


mw 





The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff 





December 9, 1950 


trucks come in—smugglers’ trucks, 
sneaking in guns. About them flitted 
dark-robed, sinister figures—the Arab 
guards. 

“A thick blanket of cloud lay between 
earth and heaven. The smugglers rolled 
along into the dark mountain passes, 
Suddenly, the moon broke through the 
mists. One bright star looked down 
upon the scene. Instantly the trucks 
stopped. Ali sat tense. Pointing to the 
town that lay directly under the star, 
I broke the strained silence, ‘Ali, what 
town is that?’ 

“‘Bethlehem !’ he said. His eyes, like 
smouldering coals, burned beneath his 
headdress. He had forgotten the smug- 
glers and the trucks. He repeated softly, 
‘Bethlehem !' How white and still in 
the mystic night! Yet in its dark streets 
mingled ‘the hopes and fears of all the 
years.’ 

“Once more the moon was darkened, 
The trucks moved. I turned’to Ali. He 
stood transfixed. A tear gleamed on that 
Arab cheek. His whisper came again, 
‘Bethlehem .. .’ 

“It is Christmas again; and if only fora 
moment, the clouds break, and all the 
world looks transfixed, toward Bethle- 


24% 


“ 
ig". 


ad 


for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 


cartoonist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 


churches. He may be a 


ddressed at 


Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 





fn Ff = & ws 


i na on a ae 


Pal 


_ = © 


So nm os & So - 42 at 


zai awa os awa foe Oo! 


a = 


we sa eres me wo wf ts 





1950 


trucks, 
| flitted 
e Arab 


retween 
s rolled 
passes, 
igh the 

down 
trucks 
' to the 
1e Star, 
i, what 


es, like 
ath his 
smug- 
| softly, 
still in 
streets 
all the 


rkened, 
li. He 
on that 

again, 


ly fora 
all the 
3ethle- 


2M. SOE ern 








Lesson for December 24 


hem — and through the rent in the clouds 
we hear the angels’ message.” 

“I bring you good tidings of great joy” 
(Luke 2:10).—How like the Lord to 
want to impart great joy to our hearts! 
The average person seems to labor un- 
der the delusion that the Lord is seek- 
ing to deprive us of all joy. Much of 
that could be due to the fact that those 
of us who are the Lord’s fail to manifest 
that “joy unspeakable and full of glory.” 

I recently read of a man who while 
walking down a busy street of a large 
city, noticed the people were turning and 
staring at him. He wondered if.there 
was something wrong with his personal 
appearance, and then it dawned on him 
that he was unconsciously humming a 
hymn. 

He was embarrased for a moment, but 
then he began to wonder how many of 
the people whom he passed had a song 
in their hearts. In looking at their faces, 
he could see signs of sorrow, anguish, 
fear, and despair—in fact, everything 
that would indicate the opposite of joy. 

Then he thought—why should I be 
embarrassed when God has given me joy 
in place of sorrow, sunshine for shadow, 
faith that dispels all gloom, and love 
which fills my soul and impels me to do 
what I can to help bring the Gospel 
to a lost world? 

God has given me peace — peace which 
the world cannot give. Peace in the 
midst of a troubled and sinful world. 
And best of all, God has put a song in 
my heart, even “praises unto the Lord.” 
He has given this “not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his appear- 
ing.” 

“A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11).—“Saviour” means “deliv- 
erer’—and Christ is the deliverer the 
world needs. He delivers from the pen- 
alty of sin, the power of sin, and will 
deliver from the very presence of sin. 

E. B. Sprunt says he entered a crowded 
tailway station and saw in the waiting 
foom an old Indian chief attired in full 
Native costume, with a buckskin tunic 
and with deerskin moccasins on his feet. 
Two thick braids of black hair hung 
down over his shoulders, and his 
weatherbeaten face was very wrinkled. 

Sitting beside him, and engaging him 
in conversation, he plucked up enough 
Courage to ask: “Chief, has anyone ever 
spoken to you about Jesus?” 

“Jesus!” he exclaimed, “Jesus! why, 
yes, I know Him. He is the Door. Jesus 
Said, ‘I am the Door,’ and, ‘No man 
Cometh unto the Father but by Me.’” 
Then the old Indian began to speak of 
God’s wonderful plan of salvation and 
how a sinner must repent of his sins 
and be born again before he can enter 
Heaven. 

When asked, “Chief, when were you 
te again?” his face lighted up, and he 

lied with enthusiasm: “Over fifty 

ago—and Jesus did it!” 


_-What a grand thing to know the Sav- 
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iour, Christ the Lord! He came into the 
world to save sinners; and in order to 
save us “died for our sins” and rose 
again for our justification. 

When I visited Bethlehem one Christ- 
mas eve, the one song I wanted to sing, 
and did sing was: 

Jesus, my Saviour, to Bethlehem came, 

Born in a manger to sorrow and shame; 

Oh, it was wonderful — blest be His name ! 

Seeking for me, for me! 


Wawona, CaLir, 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, tomorrow you will be 

celebrating the anniversary of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. You call it Christ- 
mas, and from babyhood when you first 
saw the lighted Christmas tree and gath- 
ered up the gifts you found there, the 
word “Christmas” has always given you 
a thrill. Perhaps later you began to re- 
alize that the day meant something more 
than receiving and giving gifts; that it 
pointed to the most wonderful person 
who ever came into the world —that it 
was His birthday. Then maybe you 
thought of it as a proper time to make 
Him a gift. We give birthday remem- 
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brances to our friends, especially to 
those who have been very good to us 
and we regard as dear friends, as, for 
instance, to Mother or Father. It might 
have occurred to you that no friend has 
ever given you so much as this Friend 
whose birthday it is—not even Father 
and Mother. Then you would’ wonder 
what might be the most acceptable gift 
in your power to give Him. 

Let me help you by making a sugges- 
tion which occurs to any thought‘ul 
mind while reading the atcourt of the 
birth of Jesus Christ as ‘recorded in the 
second chapter of the Gospe! according 
to Luke. It’is the matter cf room. Is 
it not interesting, as well as startling, 
that from the very beginning of His 
human life, Jesus was crowded out? 
When Mary, His mother, sought shelter 
on that night in which He was born, the 
door of the inn was shut in her face, 
for the inn was already crowded with 
guests and there was no room for Mary 
and Joseph. So in the emergency they 
had to seek a place in the stable, and 
there in the straw among the animals 
the baby Jesus, the Son of God, was 
born. But it could not hide Him, for 
at that moment the heavens were burst- 
ing in glory and the angelic hosts were 
announcing the event, proclaiming Him 
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In planning for your future’ financial 
needs, you'll find it’s good business to 
place your funds in Moody annuities. 
Throughout your lifetime you are 
assured of generous and regular re- 
turns. Moody annuities are dependable 
—for 44 years each annuity check has 
been paid in full and on time, thus 
assuring you of peace of mind and no 
financial worries. 

In addition, a Moody annuity is “good 
business” for the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Ghrist. Your annuity dollars are 
used in training young people for lives 
of fruitful Christian service. 

The interesting booklet, ‘‘Douste 
DiviDENDS,” tells you all about the 
Moody annuity plan, how it can be ar- 
ranged to suit your circumstances and 
provide possible tax exemptions. Mail 
the coupon today for your FREE copy. 


Moody Annuities Ane Safe... 
Sound... tadagdi 


— a kA ee RS NEN NE SRN 
(_] Please send me “DOUBLE DIVIDENDS,” the 
story of the Moody annuity Plan. Dept. S 7 
{|}! am under 20. Send me booklet A. 
(_]! am interested in stewardship in its relation 
to wills. Please send me folder,‘ Where There's 
o Will.” 
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Address. 
City Zone___State. 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


820 N. LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 10, ILLINOIS 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the Saviour of the world; and it would 
seem that the world would have hastened 
to honor Him and to make room for 
Him, but it did not. Instead, it continued 
to crowd Him into a corner. This was 
very strange, don’t you think? Here 
was one who had created the world — 
the universe. Here was one who had 
left His celestial home in Heaven and 
had come to earth to redeem the world, 
“that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life,” 
and yet He had no place to lay His head, 
plucking corn in the field for His food, 
living the life of a pauper. Only a very 
scanty few recognized His claims, Kings 
occupied their palaces, wealthy people 
lived in luxury, everybody had homes 
of some kind, but Jesus was homeless. 
There was no room for Him, except in 
a few scattered places where there was 
a friend or two. 

I believe that upon this His birthday 
the thing which would please Him most 
would be to make room for Him, Room 
first in your heart. He is really entitled 
to first place there. If He has room 
there He will have room in your time, 
room in your interests, room in your 
plans, room in your aspirations. You 
are not responsible for the way they 
treated Him at the inn in Bethlehem, 
nor the way they ignored Him or per- 
secuted Him in the days of His minis- 
try on earth, for you were not alive 
then; but today you are. And He is 
saying, “Behold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: If any man hear my voice, and 
open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with me” 
(Rev. 3:20). He wants from you more 
than anything else to have rocm with 
you. 

Let’s make Him a birthday gift like 
that, fellows! 


FonTANA Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


NE day a Christian Scientist was 

talking to me. She told me that 
Christian Science was a. wonderful re- 
ligion and had done a great deal for her. 
I replied, “There is one thing that would 
keep me from ever becoming a Chris- 
tian Scientist.” 

She said, “What is that?” 

I answered, “Christian Science offers 
no Saviour.” 

She said, “We think just as much of 
Christ as any other religion does.” 

I said, “You may think of Christ as 
a very great and good person, but Chris- 
tian Science does not recognize Him as 
Saviour.” 

“Yes, we do,” she replied. 

I asked, “Then from what has Christ 
saved you?” ’ 

She did not answer, so I went on: 
“The Lord Jesus has saved me from sin 
and death and hell. Christian Science 
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says there is no sin or death or hell; 
then why call the Lord Jesus Christ 
Saviour?” 

She did not answer, so I pointed un- 
obtrusively to a man across the aisle, and 
said to her, “Supposing I said to you, 
‘That man saved me,’ what would you 
naturally ask?” 

As she still made no reply, I said: 
“You would probably ask, ‘Did he save 
you from drowning, or from a fire, or 
what?’ What would you think if I an- 
swered, ‘Oh, I was never in any danger, 
I just say he saved me because I admire 
him so much’?” 

She said, “I never heard it put that 
way before.” 

I said: “Well, Christ really is my 
Saviour! Hell is real. I would have 
had to go there if Christ had not died 
to save me. I do not care how good a 
religion sounds, if it presents no Saviour 
it cannot meet our need.” 

I wish I could tell you that this woman 
was saved; I do not know. But I do 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE : - NEW BARRINGTON CAMPUS 
Property includes fully equipped classrooms, library, laboratory, chapel, dormitories, business offices and an athletic field 


The next chapter of the amazing story of 


« THE MIRACLE DOLLAR «+ 


(nearly 500), the Trustees announced a one million 

Time Magazine Tells It! dalton tamaphian to provide new buildiggs. The 

So amazing is the story that it was told in the Barrington Campus, only 15 minutes’ drive from 

November 6 issue of Time Magazine, page 24. If the Providence Campus (both will be maintained), 
you haven’t heard the story, here it is in a nut- is part of God’s gracious answer. 


shell, as reported in the Providence Journal. 


One Dollar Decides College Site! 


“By the margin of a single dollar, Providence Total Purchase Price $331,001.00 
Bible Institute won its competition with the Order yong 
of the Brothers of the Sacred Heart of New Eng- Mortgage Offered by a Bank 150,000.00 
land for the purchase of the Edgewood Junior Col- 


The Story as of December 1 














lege property at Barrington, Rhode Island. Sealed Cash Gifts Needed by Jan. 15 $181,001.00 
bids presented in Superior Court were: Gifts Received as of Dec. 1 78,500.00 
Providence Bible Institute $331,001.00 NASA AT Si 
Order of the Brothers of the Sacred Balance Needed by Jan. 15 . $102,501.00 
Heart a Ses $331,000.00” 
~~ — eee as More Miracle Dollars Needed at Once! 
ays and nights of prayer were answered. e F : 
“miracle dollar” brought the right to purchase the ee the pom ge Cees cota Le 
110-acre campus and magnificent and most prac- + NOT HAPPEN ! Therefore, we a peal for gifts 
tical school buildings. : of large denominations—$500, $1,000, and more— 
Last spring, due to a growing student body but dollars, even $1.00, will greatly help. 


AS GOD LEADS, AND YOU MAKE YOUR GIFT—WHY NOT ADD YOUR “‘MIRACLE DOLLAR’”’ TO IT! 
For new press reports of the Amazing Story of the ‘Miracle Dollar,” write: 


PROVIDENCE BIBLE INSTITUTE 
100 State Street 
PROVIDENCE 8 - - - - - - - RHODE ISLAND 
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Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
Prices and samples sent on request 


J. M. HALL, Ine., 14 West 40th Street 


New York 18, N. Y. 
Tihesour 


is the word for the course of study at Dallas 
Theological Seminary. Basic curriculum 
covers four years, leading to the Th.M. 
degree. Prescribed courses include System- 
atic Theology—4 years, English Bible—4 
years, New Testament Greek—4 years or 
more, Old Testament Hebrew—3 years, 
Church History—3 years, Practical Theol- 
ogy—3 years. Other standard seminary 
subjects and a wide choice of elective courses 
in every field complete the required 130 
semester-hours for graduati Thorough 
Dallas training is designed to make the 
“minister of Jesus Christ” a man of the 
Word of God, “apt to teach,” an effective 
expositor prepared to “preach the word.” 
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THE CHILD’S 
STORY BIBLE 
By Catherine F. Vos 


Beautiful in every detail. New 
re-styled edition, 732 pages 
with large type, all new full-color illustrations by 
Dirk Gringhuis, new Pronunciation Guide, Index 
to Names, Scripture references for each story. 
The finest, complete Bible narrative, colorfully 
told, easily read by boys and girls 7 to 12. 
New Edition, $3.95. 


MARIAN’S BIG BOOK 
OF BIBLE STORIES 
By Marian M. Schoolland 
The Bible story simply told 
im language the younger child 
can understand. 226 stories, all 
colored illustrations by Dirk 
Gringhuis. The best collection 
of stories to hold the attention 
of a four-year-old. $3.50. 





MARIAN’S FAVORITE 
BIBLE STORIES 

By Marian M. Schoolland 
These 63 stories are told in 
simplest words for the very young 
child. Ideal as a first reader. 
A striking colored picture every 
eighth page by Dirk Gringhuis. 
“Surpasses them ail.”’ ONLY 
— 8S. S, Times $1.50. 




































THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


know that I rejoice more and more that 
I have a Saviour, 

Every time you write the date 1950 or 
1951 let it remind you that “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners” 
(1 Tim..1:15). Most likely you all know 
that our dates are reckoned from the 
time that Christ was born in Bethlehem. 

In a Sunday school test I gave a few 
years ago, this question was asked, “How 
do you know that you are saved?” One 
girl wrote, “ ‘Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners,’ so I know He 
came to save me.” Wasn't that a good 
answer? Can all you girls say that, or 
are some of you like that poor Chris- 
tian Scientist to whom Saviour was 
nothing but a name? 

The birth of Jesus was announced by 
angels ‘three times before it took place. 
Who.can name them? (To Mary, to 
Joseph, and to the shepherds.) And 
each time the angel emphasized that 
Christ was coming as Saviour. Turn to 
Matthew 1:20, 21. Why was Christ’s 
name. to be Jesus? (Because He was 
going to save His people from their 
sins.). ‘Now look at Luke 1:31 and see 
that the angel told Mary first thing that 
the coming Child was to. be Jesus, which 
means Saviour, 

As we read Luke 2:1-20 in unison, 
notice the third time the angel empha- 
sized that Christ came as Saviour. Many 
of you-. know ‘this. story by heart, so 
before we read it again let us pause a 
moment and each silently ask the Lord 
that we may see.a new beauty in it this 
morning. 

No man ever invented a story like 
this! , Recently I heard of a group of 
parents who objected to a schoolteacher 
telling: her pupils this Christmas story ! 
One.woman even stated that she did not 
want ‘her child ever to hear that story! 
She: did not realize that her very atti- 
tude .proved the truth of the Christmas 
story. Her child has been exposed to 
myths and fairy stories and she made 
no objection. If the Christmas story 
were. only a'legend, she would not mind 
it. either. It is just because it is true 
that she objects. “It’s only the truth 
that hurts,” is a well-known saying. 
Those. who reject the Saviour do not 
like to think of Him because it disturbs 
their consciences, 

Did you ever:stop to think that those 
who do not believe in Christ have no 
right to celebrate His birthday? Any 
person .who has no use for Christ, and 
yet: celebrates His birthday, is a hypo- 
crite. .It is just-like the kind of thing 
I have heard worldly people say more 
than:onee: -“There comes that tiresome 
Mrs, Brown again.— Oh, do come in, 
Mrs. Brown, I-am just delighted to see 


- you!” Some people talk as if hypocrites 


are-only found-in churches, but I have 
found more outside. (Of course all hypo- 
crites are outside the true Church.) 
Now let us turn our thoughts to that 
blessed Saviour who came more than 


1,900: years .ago....There are millions on 
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earth today who love Him, and there 
is a much greater number in Heaven 
this morning rejoicing that a Saviour 
was born. Can each of you say, “He 
is my Saviour”? If you can, then you 
will rejoice that He was born, whether 
you have any outward celebration or not, 
Oh, the joy of having a Saviour! And 
it grows deeper every year, as we real- 
ize more and more how wonderful He is, 
Let us close by singing that fine 
old hymn, “Jesus Christ Our Saviour.”1 
The girls on this side of the table sing 
the questions and those on the other side 
the answers. Then all of you join in 
the chorus. If any of you go carol- 
singing, be sure to include this number: 
Who came down from Heaven to earth? 
Jesus Christ our Saviour ! 
Came a child of lowly birth? 
Jesus Christ our Saviour ! 
Chorus 
Sound the chorus loud and clear — 
He hath brought salvation near; 
None so precious, none so dear; 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 





1This is in “Sacred Songs and Solos, Re- 
vised and Enlarged With Standard Hymns — 
1200 Pieces,” by Ira D. Sankey.. This may be 
purchased from Christian Supply Shoppe, 615 
W. Pender St., Vancouver, B. C., Can. Other 
bookstores may have it, too. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951.and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Proterence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Lighting Up.—Shepherds .. . Fear not 
(Luke 2:8; v. 10, Golden Text). A little 
boy who was telling the Christmas story 
to his mother, as he told of the shepherds 
and the angel of the Lord and the 
heavenly glory that shone round about 
them; said: “The shepherds were very 
much afraid, but the angel said to them, 
‘Don’t be afraid, shepherds, they are 
only lighting up.” So they were— 
lighting up this world of ours with a new 
light.—From the Bible Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Prize illustration, 


If He Could Be Born in One.—She 
brought forth her firstborn son, .. . and 
laid him in a manger (Luke 2:7). 
Christmas Day, 1944, was cold and foggy 
in eastern Belgium. A few days be- 
fore, the Germans had started their 
counteroffensive through the Ardennes, 
and even now were advancing some- 
where there in the mist. The kitchen 
of an American battery was located in 
an old barn, and the men were brought 
back in groups to enjoy a warm meal. 
As their mess kits were filled they 
searched for a dry corner and many 
burrowed into the musty hay to. find 
additional warmth. Quite by accident 
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Lesson for December 24 


the chaplain and another soldier found 
a place in an old manger of a horse stall, 
but the chaplain realized where he was 
only when the soldier said, “Isn’t it odd 
that we should be in this manger on this 
day?” And then he added musingly, 
“Well, I reckon if He could be born in 
one we can eat in one.” A very special 
warmth was added that day with such a 
thought—From Robert O. McCaslin, in 
Garden of Prayer. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Tingley, Iowa. 


Only One Began at Bethlehem.—Ye 
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger (v. 12), Pro- 
fessor Charteris has finely said: “There 
is only one Christian life that began at 
Bethlehem and ended at Calvary; every 
other Christian life begins at Calvary 
and goes back to Bethlehem.” Christ 
was found in the cradle in order that 
He might be found on the cross. We 
take Him at the cross, then we enter 
into the spirit of the cradle’s humility — 
From Dr. F. E. Marsh, in the Prophetic 
News, London. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


He Makes the Heart Sing.—And sud- 
denly there was with the angel a mul- 
titude of the heavenly host praising God 
(Luke 2:13). When Jesus comes, the 
song begins. Mary sang a wonderful 
anthem about His coming. The angels 
rejoiced and the heavenly host wor- 
shiped while Simeon praised his God 
in the Temple. Christ is the subject of 
the songs of Heaven as they are re- 
corded in the Book of the Revelation. 
The hosts of Heaven sing about Him 
and to Him. His presence disperses the 
doubts and dispels the clouds that hover 
over sinful hearts. When Christ Jesus 
comes, hearts are made to sing and the 
sunshine of Heaven floods the soul, The 
heathen have no real songs. Christians 
sing the carols of Heaven from radiant 
spirits because the Lord Jesus has taken 
away all the burdens and blotted out all 
the sins. When Jesus comes, the moun- 
tains of difficulty disappear, the im- 
passable rivers are forded, the difficul- 
ties are dissolved, and the burden of the 
heart is lifted —From Dr. Walter L, Wil- 
Son, in the King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs, A. E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Joy in the Presence of the Angels.— 
A multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God (Luke 2:13). “It was Christmas- 
tide,” writes a London City Missionary, 
‘when I entered Joe’s ward to visit 
him. The ward was festooned and gay; 
there was an atmosphere of expectancy 
among the patients. But the screens 
were around Joe’s bed, and as I looked 
upon him he lay weak and unconscious. 
Poor old Joe,’ I said, half aloud, while I 
Temembered the man who had teased me 
and refused my message when I had 
Challenged him in the meat market 
where he was employed. I could do 
nothing but commend him to the Ever- 


lasting Arms. Several days later I re- 
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turned, and found him much stronger 
and able to receive the fruit that I had 
taken him. Then, offering him a laven- 
der bag with two texts attached, I said, 
‘Some fragrance for you, Joe. Would 
you like me to read what the texts say?’ 
His eyes answered for him. I read: ‘God 
is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble.’ ‘Sir,’ said Joe, 
softly, ‘when I was seriously ill, I felt 
that strength. It was as though someone 
stood by me giving me new life.’ ‘It 
was God, Joe,’ I said, and then read 
him the other word: ‘I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love. ‘I know He 
loves you, Joe, and He wants you to 
love Him.’ There was a silence, and 
then, stretching forth his weak hand 
toward mine, he said, cheerfully, ‘I will 
let Him into my heart.’ So while the 
festivities of Christmas were being pre- 
pared in a London hospital, I was as- 
sured that the angels’ song was heard 
in Heaven, for Joe had passed from 
death unto life."—From Beauty for 
Ashes. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


Only He Can Give Love for Hate.— 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men (Luke 2: 
14). There is a Christian orphanage in 
Britain caring for some continental child 
victims. of the war years in Europe. 
These youngsters often come to the or- 
phanage hardened in sin and filled with 
hate through the cruelty and privation 
they have known. One boy declared 
his ambition was to become a soldier and 
kill as many people as he could of the 
nation at whose hands he and his family 
had suffered. But in that Christian home 
his heart was touched and he was led 
to the Saviour. Then he wrote a friend, 
saying: “No longer do I plan to be a 
soldier to get revenge. Instead I wish 
to go back where I suffered and take 
God’s Word to the people there.” The 
Lord Jesus had taken the hate, the bit- 
terness, the revengeful spirit from that 
boy’s heart. And it is because He can 
do this that one of our Saviour’s titles 
is Prince of Peace. .. . While the re- 
vengeful spirit fills people’s hearts, there 
can be only strife and ill will. But the 
Saviour can give love for hate. He can 
drive out bitterness: and revenge. We 
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lve Let The 
American Bible Society 


Take Over 
My Money Worries 








WHAT a glad re- 
lief not to be bur- 
dened with invest- 
ment problems and 
expenses! Now 
that John is no longer here to look after 
things, I am putting my money into 
American Bible Society Annuity Agree- 
ments. I receive a surprisingly high income, 
which is guaranteed never to change even 
when times are bad. What money is left 
after I am gone goes to spread the Word 
of God. Not only do I now have great 
financial peace of mind, but the thought of 
this wonderful memorial is an abiding joy. 

Investigate this Christian Plan which 
enables you, too, both to give aid receive 
generously at the same time, even entitles 
you to certain tax exemptions. Write now 
for the interesting free booklet, “‘A Gift 
That Lives,” telling you all about the 
Annuity Plan and how it can work for you. 
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the WORD in Latin America and 
Japan. 
SOWER’S GOSPEL OF JOHN— 
New Arrangement of Chapter Di- 
visions Simplified helps — Red 
cover — White paper. $36.00 per 
1,000 or 5 cents each. 
ROMANOS—Spanish Edition of Romans by Wm. R. 
Newell. 457 pages, cloth, $3. Paper, $2. 
BOOK OF pedis by W. C. Stevens. 
Cloth, $1.50 
Profits from book sales and gifts make possible our free 
literature ministry. Served Latin America for 47 years. 


BIBLE HOUSE OF LOS ANGELES 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. 
Los Angeles 6, Calif. 
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“Stories of Hymns 
We Love” 





Genebook 
of the Mid-Century 


Read ... Enjoy ... Recommend... and 
Give. What has more universal appeal? 
Young and old acclaim its gripping 
spiritual adventure and romance. 
Reveals heart-beats that brought our 
great hymns into being. 

Covers 400 years of hymnody from 
Luther to the present. Gives you the 
drama behind such popular hymns as 
“My Faith Looks Up To Thee,” “Jesus 
Loves Me,” “Lead Kindly Light,” and 
many others chronologically arranged. 

Beautifully printed and bound, price 
only $1.25 ( Mailing charge 10c). 

Order from your dealer or 


JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC. 
Publishers of “The Book of Life” 
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need first to have Him fill our own heart 
and life with His love. Then we must 
help all we can to get the Gospel to 
those who still need Christ as their 
Prince of Peace.—From Joseph Edwin 
Harris, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Causing the Blind To See.—Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
(Luke 2:15). A gentleman was walking 
down the streets of a city. . -. It was 
near Christmas time, and many of the 
shop windows were filled with Christ- 
mas presents and toys. As this gentle- 
man passed along, he saw three little 
girls standing before a shop window. It 
aroused his attention, and he wondered 
what it could mean. He went back, and 
found that the middle one was blind — 
she had never been able to see—and 
her two sisters were endeavoring to tell 
her how the things looked. The gentle- 
man stood beside them for some time 
and listened; he said it was most inter- 
esting to hear them trying to describe 
the different articles to the blind child 
— they found it a difficult task. That 
is just my position in trying to tell other 
men about Christ... .I may talk about 
Him; and yet they see no beauty in Him 
that they should desire Him. But if they 
will only come to Him, He will open 
their eyes and reveal Himself to them 
in all His loveliness and grace.—From 
D. L, Moody, in Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans.; and 
Howard G. Wilcox, Kearney, Nebr. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Saviour Is Born (Luke 2:8-16) 
E HAVE been trying to live for 
Jesus this quarter, and some of 
you have been winning victories with 
His help. Can you remember the very 
first time you heard of the Lord Jesus? 
Probably not. Do you happen to know 
the first time that Peter knew about the 
Lord Jesus? (John 1:41, 42.) How did 
the colored man from Africa first hear? 
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(Acts 8: 26-35, Lesson 3.) How did Cor- 
nelius the Italian hear? (Acts 10:24-44 
Lesson 7.) How did the people in the 
city of Samaria hear? (Acts 8:5, Lesson 
11.) How did Paul know? (Acts 9:1-6.) 

Who were the very first ones to hear 
about the Lord Jesus after He was born? 
(Luke 2:8-12.) Who told them? Do you 
know the very words in which the angel 
told the great news for the first time? 
“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:10, 11, Memory Verse). 
It is hard for us to imagine how we 
would feel if we had not heard the news 
before. Perhaps we would feel like 
Matato, a Japanese boy who heard about 
the Lord Jesus for the first time. (Tell 
the story, “Matato and the Gospel Bus,” 
rom Standard “Missionary Pict-O-Graph 
Stories.”! When Dr. North tells about 
the Lord Jesus, I would make him add 
how the Lord came to die for us and 
take our sins away.) 

Another way to make us feel what it 
would be like is to think what we would 
not have if the Lord Jesus had not come. 
There is a story of a person who woke 
up on Christmas morning, and found no 
Christmas, because Christ had not come. 
It turned out to be a dream! But what 
do you suppose was gone? (Make a list 
on the blackboard or show pictures.) 
Christmas carols and gifts. Churches 
and hospitals. The New Testament was 
all blank pages. Everybody was work- 
ing. But worse than all that, Heaven 
was gone! No way at all to get there. 
No way! No way, either, to get one 
least little sin taken away. Oh, we 
cannot imagine how gloomy we should 
be—like Matato—if we had no Lord 
Jesus to be our Saviour and open the 
door to Heaven for us. So Christmas is 
a happy day, because He did come. 

If there are some of you here who 
have never taken Him for your Sav- 
iour, do so today, or you will miss 
Heaven even though He did come. This 
poster pictures the Lord Jesus’ trip 
down here from Heaven and back Home 
again, (Paste across the upper part a 
wide strip of gold paper to represent 
Heaven. On the left draw an arrow 
downward from the gold to a nativity 
scene, then an arrow toward the right 
from the nativity scene to a cross. Be- 
side the cross put a picture of the open 
tomb to represent the Resurrection. From 
the latter draw an arrow upward to the 
gold above.) If we want to join Him 
and go to Heaven, too, we must meet 
Him at the cross. Looking at the Baby 
Jesus in the manger is not enough. We 
must look at Him on the cross and say: 
“It was for me. He died there for my 
sins. I will have Him for my Saviour.” 
Then some day you will travel the rest 
of the way with Him, and be where He 
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Lesson for December 24 


is forever—and just think!—then it 
will be Christmas all the time, not just 
once a year! 

Put the second S in the placard, and 
complete the acrostic with “Saviour from 
sin.” Even after we have been saved, 
we still need to'come to the Lord Jesus 
and confess our new sins so He will 
take them away, too. If we do not, we 
will not keep living for Him. You may 
want to write in your notebook only 
the first letter of the things He has 
saved you from. You will not need to 
report on them next Sunday unless you 
want to thank the Lord Jesus for what 
He did for you, and tell of the joy He has 
brought you. 

Orono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ERE it is, Christmas again! This 

Sunday is just the day before 
Christmas, and I know every child's 
mind is on the subject of gifts, and the 
Christmas dinner, and such like things. 
If there is a child in your class who 
does not know the story of the birth of 
Jesus in the stable in Bethlehem, be 
careful to tell it in all its beauty, and 
there most likely will be some new 
little Primary who does not know it. 
Sometimes we think all the children 
have heard it before, and we have told 
it so many times, and so we do not 
give it all the careful telling that we 
should. 

I am inclined to like the very beau- 
tiful scenes of the Nativity which many 
of the Christian companies are publish- 
ing now. The picture makes the story 
so much better for the little child. Many 
children have no background, making it 
possible for them to have any idea about 
a manger, or a stable, either. And a 
Bethlehem stable was not like a modern 
barn, so it is good to use an authentic 
illustration. Perhaps you would rather 
use the flannelgraph, and there are good 
sets of pictures for it, too, 

As Christmas is but a day away from 
the Sunday school hour, it would be a 
good plan to make it a gift-giving day. 
Oh, no, not gifts to each other, unless 
the teacher cares to give each child a 
card or other small reminder. But gifts 
for those who are in need, some local 
sdMily if you have one; or gifts for the 
people who have been driven out of their 
homes by war. How about gifts for the 
Missionary children who have had to 
leave China and Korea? Some are in 
this country, and gifts could reach them 
in a few days. Others are refugees in 
Japan and the Philippines, and it would 
take some time for your gifts to reach 
them, but I am sure they would be ap- 
preciated, nevertheless. 

Many children cannot bring a money 
gift, but most can bring something from 
the home cupboard. Teach the children 
that even a potato or an apple, if it is 
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Gooks for Purposeful Giuing 


FAMOUS BIBLE PICTURES 


and STORIES THEY TELL 
by Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall 


Fifty famous pictures, reproductions of 42 of the world’s 
greatest artists, and opposite each a page of questions and 
descriptions relating closely to the picture. A book one 
will desire to look over frequently. Especially valuable 
for children whose interest is stimulated through the pic- 
ture and story accompanying it. 


THIS BOOK IS A RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN ITSELF 


Printed on the finest coated paper, which brings NOW 
out the details of each picture. 125 pages, 64 x 9%", bound for long service 
in strong cloth. $1 25 


There is no other book like 


FAMOUS HYMNS 
WITH STORIES and PICTURES 


by Elizabeth Hubbard Bonsall 


This book brings*together the hymn itself, with musical 
score, the story of the hymn, a masterpiece of art closely 
associated with the hymn, and an interesting story of the 
picture and artist. Those who love the old hymns will be 
fascinated by this beautiful and unusual arrange- On 
ment. This volume gives a history of Hebrew 

and Christian hymnology. 136 pages, 8 x 10%". $1 25 


Through the Bible Day by Day 


A Devotional Commentary that encourages 


Daily Bible Reading 
by Dr. F. B. Meyer 


Although brief and to the point, the author guides 
the reader through the entire Bible in a connected, 
intelligible manner at a cost in time of only a few 
minutes each day. 

The daily use of this little commentary will enrich 
the Christian in both heart and mind by giving a clearer vision of God’s Word. 














Conveniently divided into seven handy volumes, 4% x 63", bound in handsome cloth. 


Vol. |. Genesis to Joshua Vol. V. The Gospels 

Vol. Il. Judges to 2 Chronicles Vol. VI. Acts to Ephesians 

Vol. Ill. Job to Ecclesiastes Vol. Vil. Philippians to Revelation 

Vol. IV. Ezra to Malachi Total number of pages to set—1524 


90c a VOLUME Complete set of seven volumes in a box $6.00 
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Rushing to Russians With the Gospel 


I have just visited Europe where I found great spiritual hunger for the Word 
of God. We must give the Gospel to the Russians, Ukrainians, and other 
Slavic-speaking people in Europe, South and North America now. Some 
doors are closing for Gospel work. We must redeem the time. Relief must 
be sent to suffering Christians in Europe. We “need more missionaries in 
Alaska ... Peter Deyneka. Pray and send your gift to 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
(formerly Russian Gospel Association) 
Peter Deyneka, Genera! Director 
2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard Dept. T Chicago 47, Illinois 
Write for free European report by Peter Deyneka 
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AN ASSURED INCOME FOR LIFE 
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WwHr worry about present and 

future fluctuations in the values of 
your stocks, bonds and real estate when 
you may assure your well-being, once 
for all, by an Annuity Contract with 
the National W. C. T. U.? 


Such an agreement yields you a 
fixed annual income for life; gives you 
complete freedom from the burden of 
administering your estate; does not fluc- 
tuate in value; cannot be attached or 
garnisheed for debt; is burglarproof; 
cannot become lost or destroyed; and 
imparts a sense of personal security 
which adds many happy years to the 
life of the annuitant. 


In fact, you couldn’t select a safer 
investment for your declining years than 
a life Annuity Contract with the Na 
tional W. C. T. U. 


With 21 operating departments and 
a nationwide network of supporting 
state and local organizations, the Na- 


§€@ INCE the end of the war in the 
theatre of European operations, 
there have been more deaths among 
American troops in Europe from al- 
cohol than from all communicable 
diseases combined, according to the 
chief of preventive services, Men in 
the army in the last stages of the 
European offensive died in larger 
numbers from use of alcohol to the 
joint of self-destruction than were 
ost by all the communicable diseases 
put together.’ —Haven Emerson,M.D. 


tional W. C. T. U. maintains a position 
of aggressive leadership in the temper- 
ance movement. Organized in 1874, it 
has passed its Diamond Jubilee already. 
It is conservatively managed and backed, 
under God's blessing, by assets entirely 
free from debt. 
Yow may also remember the Union 


by bequest or by last will and 
testament. For full particulars write 





to Office of the Treasurer, Dept. T. 





Your inquiry will be well worth while—clip the coupon 


“Without obligation, please advise how you can assure me a generous income for life, and how 
| may provide for a survivor, if necessary. 
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a gift given as unto the Lord, is ac- 
ceptable. It is the principle of giving 
that you are teaching. Today people 
are so often selfish, feeling that they 
cannot give anything, because of the 
high cost of living, taxes, income tax, 
and so on. But some of the people who 
carry the greatest burdens are the best 
givers to the Lord. A Christian cannot 
afford not to give to others in need and 
to the Lor~’s cause, 

The Lord Jesus said something about 


giving to others, expecting a gift in re-. 


turn, which would be good for us to 
remember in these days of so much such 
giving. He used the word “lend” in- 
stead of “give,” but He told them to 
lend, hoping for nothing in return. If 
you are not to expect a loan returned, 
what about a gift? Surely the present- 
day making of a list of the gifts you had 
last year, and being careful to return 
a gift this year to balance it, is far 
from the Christmas spirit. 

I would especially emphasize the gifts 
of the Wise Men, how they came from 
far away to give rich gifts to the Lord 
Jesus. But the richest gift they brought 
was worship. They believed He was the 
Son of God. And the richest gift any 
child can bring to the Lord Jesus Christ 
today is the same gift, a believing heart. 
Not all the gold and frankincense and 
myrrh can balance the gift of one pre- 
cious little child’s belief and worship. 

That same Lord Jesus who came to 
earth as a tiny, helpless Babe laid in 
Bethlehem’s manger, and who died on 
Calvary’s cross for the sin of all the 
world is coming back to earth some day, 
not again as a babe, but as the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, and He will 
reward every one of His children. God 
never forgets one tiny gift that is given 
to Him. He has a divine addition and 
multiplication system, which increases 
the small gift given in love, and He has 
a perfect bookkeeping system, that never 
fails to reward the giver. 

The Primary Department is the place 
to teach the child to begin giving his 
offerings to the Lord. It is an act of 
worship, joyfully given, in grateful 
praise and thanks to God, who gave His 
only begotten Son to die for us, the 
greatest Gift that ever came into this 
world. . 

Today I have just talked with you 
teachers, giving you a few suggestions 
for this lesson, which you may have 
taught many times, with perhaps a little 
different slant. May each one of you 
have a_ precious time with your class 
on Christmas Sunday, making it a holy 
worship service that will leave a. lasting 
impression on the children, 


Feitton, CALIF, 
+ 


Not infrequently our God brings His 
people into difficulties on purpose that 
they may come to know Him as they 
could not otherwise do—Hudson Tay- 
lor. 
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Lesson for December 24 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1071) 

1. The eternal decree of God concern- 
ing His Son (1 Pet. 1:20), and the decree 
of Augustus Caesar, 

2. The divine decree called for the 
birth of the Saviour in Bethlehem (Mic. 
5:2), and the Roman decree Wrought the 
parents there just in time for the birth. 

3. It was a Roman concession to Jew- 
ish pride to allow them to register ac- 
cording to their own custom, by tribes 
and families; and see the parenthesis in 
verse 4. 

4. Legally she did not have to, but 
it is possible they intended to stay in 
Bethlehem (see Matt, 2:21, 22). 

5. A primitive “motel” with crude 
shelters for pack animals instead of 
garages. 

6. Not in the ideal light which the 
Bible casts upon them; but they were, 
like muleteers, barbers, and innkeepers, 
regarded’ with suspicion. 

7. With terror. 

8. The moment we become receivers 
of the good tidings, we are appointed 


. bearers of it, 


9. As Saviour and Lord. 

10. That an event so stupendous should 
take place in such humiliating circum- 
stances — all for me! 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Children 1 at Home 


“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ” 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
A story of people known to the writer 


LICE went to a little country school. 

Her teacher was a Christian. One 
day the teacher told the children that 
she was going to start a Sunday school 
in the schoolhouse. Alice was so ex- 
cited she ran all the way home. She 
burst into the kitchen, saying, “Oh, 
Mother, there is going to be a Sunday 
school. May I go?” 

Her mother said, “You can go if you 
want to.” So Alice went the very first 
Sunday, and she kept on going ever 
after. 

At the new Sunday school, Alice 
learned that she was a sinner and not 
fit to go to Heaven. She knew this was 
true, for she could remember wrong 
things that she had done. But she 
learned also that the Lord Jesus came 
down to this earth and died for sinners. 
Now He is alive again up in Heaven, 
waiting to save everyone who will be- 
lieve on Him. One Sunday morning 
Alice asked the Lord Jesus to save her 
and make her His child. She told Him 
that she did believe on Him. Then she 
knew she was saved, for a verse in the 
Bible says, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
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ILLUSTRATIONS... 
for Christian Service 
compiled by Walter B. Knight 


“SEARCH NO. FURTHER . ..: 7 
THIS BOOK COVERS THE GROUND 

Here is the finest, most complete fund of fresh flus- 
trative material for pastors, teachers, Christian. workers 
and laymen. Covers a wide range of material’. with unt 
versal appeal, classified under 147 subjects, easy to 
find, easy to use. 

“All the material is Bible-centered, Christ-exalting; 
and God-honoring. This is the best collection with which 
I am familiar; they actually illustrate. We do not be- 
lieve that one will profit by going further. This one 
covers the ground.” —John L. Hill in Book 


Talk. NEW IMPROVED EDITION 


Order Your Copy Today! Now $ 5. ag 
Only rn] 


A Wonderful Gift for 
Every Public Speaker! 
Order from your bookseller, or 
WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
255 Jefferson Avenue, S. E., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 





It is Christmas for Them — Teo! 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, 
Ph.B., B.D. 





| vivors of the Nazi horrors, but: sti 


| exorbitant. 


_ Please do not forget the needy Hebrew Christians who, in 
spite of the numbers emigrating to Israel (Palestine), remain in 
Berlin, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Vienna, Budapest, and other parts 
of Europe. In so many cases oor are alone in the world, sur- 

persecuted and menaced. 
One Hebrew Christian from behind the iron curtain writes: 
“Life is very hard here and gets always harder and harder. After 


P| the tortures I suffered in the Nazi camps my heart has been in- 
| jured. I am often compelled to pant for air. I earn monthly only 


600 florins, equal to $6.00. Food is hard to obtain and prices are 
My wife and child are also ill from starvation diet. 
I pray to our ery ony Lord Jesus Christ that He shall save you 
from the evil that has enslaved us.” 

“UNTO THE LEAST... MY BRETHREN” 

These needy Hebrew Christians in Europe and:in the Holy 
Land, where life is so grim, cry us to hglp them. They have 
no one else to turn to. Please help us brihg cheer to them this 
ae season. Send your special Christmas gift now, before 
it is too late. 


A copy of our News Letter from Europe and Israel will be sent on request. 
Won't you use the coupon below. 


Address communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


or 


4919 N. Albany Ave. 
Chicago 25, Illinois 


Gentlemen: 
on behalf of Israel, the Lord’s brethren. 


{ J] I enclose $ Sie gear 
Christians. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary "1 
Dept. T 91 Bellevue Ave. } 


Toronto, Ontario 
Please send FREE copy of News Letter about your work 


as my Christmas gift for needy .Hebrew 
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Woman supervisor for boys. References needed. 
Please write: 
THE GERRY HOMES - 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


a new name for 


The National Bible Institute 
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Gerry, New York 








The Board of Regents of the University of 
the State of New York has authorized the 
change im namevand also the granting of the 
Bachelor of Arts degree. 


The name is changed, but not the Bible 
emphasis or the Bible training program. 
SHELTON COLLEGE is a liberal arts col- 
lege founded on the historic Christian faith 
and the authority of the Word of God. 

Majors available in many fields. Write for 
catalog. 

SHELTON COLLEGE 


340 West 55th St. :-: New York 19, N.Y. 


A Christian college program in the 
heart of New York City, free from all 
hi Ni. with modern 
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Covering the International 
Uniform Sunday School Lessons 


Broadman 
Comments 


1901 


by 
R. Paul Caudill 





$2.00 


@ Each lesson in Broadman Com- 
ments includes the presentation of 
the Bible material, notes on the 
lesson passage, lesson interpretation, 
lesson outline, and lessons in life. 
A book for purposeful Bible study 
and for more constructive teaching. 
Teachers, class members, preachers— 
all will find practical and satisfying 
help in Broadman Comments, 


Broadman Comments Ranks at the 
Top of. Expositions on the Sunday 
School Lessons. 


At Your Bookseller 
Broadman Press 


Nashville, Tennessee 











she was saved. 
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Christ, and thou shalt be saved” (Acts 
16:31). Alice was so heppy that she 
wrote a letter to her teacher to tell her 
how happy she was. In this letter she 
said, “More precicus than diamonds is 
our Saviour.” 

A few weeks later the teacher gave 
all the children a written test in Sun- 
day school to see how much they had 
learned. Alice had always paid atten- 
tion, so she remembered the Bible 
stories and verses very well. This was 
one of the questions, “Are you saved?” 
Alice was happy that she could answer, 
“Yes.” The next question was, “How 
do you know?” Alice could answer that 
one, too. She wrote, “ ‘Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved’ (Acts 16:31). I do.” 

Alice wanted everyone to know that 
Her teacher told her 
that if she was quick to cbey her father 
and mother, and was kind to her brothers 
and sister, that that would show her 
family that she really did believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

One day Alice asked her teacher, “May 
I be baptized?” Her teacher answered, 
“Yes, if your mother and father are 
willing.” 

The next day Alice came back to 
school sadly. She said: “I asked the 
folks if I could be baptized, but Father 
said, ‘I should say not! I don’t believe 
in any of that stuff.’” 

Her teacher said, “If I pray every day 
that your father will believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, will you pray that, 
too?” 

“Oh, yes, I will!” said Alice gladly. 

Alice’s teacher went to visit her home. 
She talked to Alice’s family about the 
Lord Jesus. Alice’s father said, “I think 
there are just two kinds of religious 
people in the world: those who fool 
other people to get their money, and 
those who are fooled.” 

The teacher said, “Would you mind 
telling me to which class you think I 
belong?” 

He answered politely, “Oh, I believe 
you are perfectly sincere.” 

“Thank you,” said Alice’s teacher. “I 
would rather be fooled than be fooling 
others. But I know the Lord Jesus as 
well as I know my father and mother, 
so no one can fool me about Him.” 

A few weeks later an evangelist came 
to hold meetings in the schoolhouse, He 
never once mentioned money when he 
preached. Alice came every night, and 
she was very happy every time someone 
at the meeting believed on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. . 

The teacher called at Alice’s home 
again and urged the whole family to 
come to the meetings, She said to Alice’s 
father: “This man is not after anyone’s 
money. He only wants people to come 
to the Lord. Please do come, at least 
once.” 

Finally the father said, “Well, maybe 
I will.” And the whole family did come 
one night. But they went home again 





December 9, 1950 


the minute the meeting was over. Alice’s 
teacher stopped to see the family again 
and asked them how they liked the 
preacher. 

Alice’s father said, “Well, to be hon- 
est with you, we did not like him at 
all.” 

The teacher said, “He did not ask for 
money.” 

“No,” the man admitted, “but we did 
not care fcr him anyway, so we will 
not go again.” 

Severel weeks went by. Alice prayed 
every day that her father would come 
to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
she tried to show h'm that she did by 
being very good at home. He was glad 
that she acted like a Christian, but he 
would nct listen to her talk about the 
Lord Jesus. 

One day Alice’s father met with a 
terrible accident. 
a big tree and it fell on him. He was 
hurt so badly Alice’s mother thought he 
was going to die. He was rushed to 
the hospital. Some kind neighbors came 
to school and got Alice and took her 
and her mother in to see her father. 
He was unconscious, and the doctor 


shook his head after he had examined . 


him. Alice cried very much and prayed 
many, many times that her father would 
not die and go to hell. Alice’s mother 
came to the Lord, and she began to 
pray for the father, too. Ali the Chris- 
tian people who knew about the acci- 
dent prayed that Alice’s father would 
get saved and that he would get well 
again, if it was the Lord’s will. The 
Lord heard their prayers, and the father 
began to get better. But he had to 
stay in the hospital many weeks. When 
he got well enough to be visited, Alice’s 
teacher asked him if she might read a 
little to him from the Bible. He said, 
“Go ahead.” At last he was willing to 
listen to God’s Word. Alice and her 
mother talked to him about the Lord, 
and every time Alice’s teacher visited 
him she read him a little more from the 
Bible.. He came to realize that he was 
a sinner and needed to be saved. One 
night he asked the Lord to help him 





WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN MEDICAL 
COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL 


LUDHIANA, INDIA 
young women for medical services 

The new Indian G d ds the upgrading of 
college and the enlarging of the — kee Do you 
want this sound evangelical work of over years to go inte 
non-Christian hands? 

We also need your gifts for our missionary surgeon on the 
field and our American missionary home on sick leave. Send 
your gifts to: MISS LUCY POWEL, R. D. 3, Norristown, Ps. 
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believe like Alice did. Then he told 
the other men. in the ward that he be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ. When 
Alice and her mother heard him say, 
“Now I believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” they were very happy and so 
was he. When he got well enough to 
go home he said to Alice, “You may be 
baptized as soon as it can be arranged. 
I want to be baptized, too.” 

The whole family started coming to 
Sunday school as soon as Alice’s father 
was able to come. After a few weeks 
a baptismal service was arranged for 
them. The preacher who baptized them 
said to Alice and her father, “Do you 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ?” They 
each answered, “I do.” 

Everyone in that family learned Acts 
16:31: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved,” and 
every one of them did believe. 

By and by the preacher, that they had 
not liked, came to the schoolhouse again. 
Alice and her teacher wondered if her 
father would stay at home when the 
man that he did not like was to be 
there. But he did not. The whole fam- 
ily came to all the services and en- 
joyed every one. Alice’s father said, 
“My, how that preacher has changed! 
We did not like him at all before, but 
now we would not miss a meeting for 
anything.” 

Alice’s teacher said: “I do not notice 
any special change in him, but no doubt 
he has been growing more like the Lord 
Jesus. And God wants all of us who 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to grow 
more like Him.” 

Suddenly Alice’s mother said, “Per- 
haps it is mostly we who have changed.” 
And that is exactly what had happened. 
It does change people when they truly 
“believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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A New Christmas Service 


NCE again, Mary Brainerd Smith, 

well known to Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times readers, has prepared a Christ- 
mas service for use in Sunday schools. 
It is entitled, “Good Gifts and Perfect 
Gifts,” and is centered around the theme 
of God’s great Gift to us— His own Son 
—and what we can and should give to 
Him and to others because He has first 
loved us. 

The service includes responsive Scrip- 
ture readings, special hymns set to 
familiar hymn tunes, and~ poems and 
Tecitations suitable for boys and girls 
in the various departments of the school. 
It is in convenient folder form, 


Copies of this new Christmas service 
‘may be had at 25 cents a dozen, or $2 





@ hundred. Just address The Sunday 
‘School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
‘Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 1950 
Christmas service. 
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“Here indeed is a rare book . . . A book just for today . . . By one of God's choice spirits” 


Read CROWDED TO CHRIST... 
The Unusual New Book by L. E. Maxwell, author of Born Crucified 


Have you discovered L. E. Maxwell? 
There is no one today who writes as he does 


L. E. Maxwell addresses those of us who know the 
Saviour, but who are afraid of surrender. A modern-day 
St. Paul, L. E. Maxwell writes with the same urgency and 
wisdom which mark the deeply committed writings of the 
great apostle, and which are r Boge response by Children 
of Light worthy of the truth of the Christian Gospel. 

How terrific are the words of Paul's exhortation, “If 
any man be in Christ he is a new creature,” and Maxwell’s 
present-day equivalent for them, “Without faith it is im- 
possible to please him.” CROWDED TO CHRIST 
sends this message home in words which have a Fw 
sential force and quality born of a daily practice of Godli- 
ness. It is in that class of books which to read is to become 
another person. 











$3.00 
What early reviewers have said: 
“It is, I think, about the finest presentation of the Victorious Life, and the reasons why victory is 
lacking in so many lives, that I have ever seen.”—J. H. Hunter in the Evangelical Christian. 
“Here indeed is a rare book . . . worth its weight in gold; a book just for today... by one of God's 
choice spirits.”—J. K. Van Baalen in the Canadian vinist. 


CROWDED TO CHRIST is a must book you must get from your favorite bookstore. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. Grand Rapids, Michigan 


























The Times advertising columns can help you in your work in the church or Sunday 
school. Why not plan your purchases with the help of these columns? 


Christmas! 
| ‘THE FESTIVAL OF GIVING 


“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 3:16). 











That was the greatest gift that ever was given in time or eternity, Think of 
it, ye hearts that are sorrowful, ye whose lives are burdened with care! What 
can we render unto the Lord for such goodness as that? The Wise Men brought 
their gifts to the Saviour of the world, and the desire of every Christian heart 
as it contemplates the goodness of God is to give something for the sake of Him 
who came to Bethlehem that He might give you and me eternal life, 


Today in the-land that gave the Saviour birth there are multitudes of His own 
ople after the flesh who need the help that you can give them, We have requests 
from mothers in Israel for clothes for ir newborn babies. How can we turn a 
deaf ear to such appeals as this? What a service we can render—to clothe babies 
in Bethlehem for the sake of that wondrous Babe who came from Heaven to 
earth long, long ago! The work of the Scott Mission is widespread. It is spoken 
of by the Jews in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, in Warsaw and Cracow in Poland, in 
Berlin and Hamburg in Germany, and bya great host of men and women, Jews and 
Gentiles, in the city of Toronto and elsewhere. It feeds the h . Clothes the 
poor, ministers to the needy and suffering, and preaches the to all. 


YOUR PART IN THIS MINISTRY 


The Scott Mission could never have carried on ay = the years but for the 
help of Christian friends. God has blessed us in our friends who are interested 
in Jewish evangelization and our ministration to the ay needs are 
greater than ever, as requests come to us for help for our Jewish brethren in 
many parts of the world. Will you send us a in the name of Him who 
came to His own, bey A they did not receive Him? Our heart’s desire and prayer 
still is that Israel might be saved. Will you help in this great work this Christmastide? 


Send your gift to: 


SCOTT MISSION, INC. 
Rev. Morris Zeidman, Director 


502 SPADINA AVENUE - . - - TORONTO 4, CANADA 
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cad agprepriote srip- of the Cross 


# ture. Enclose a gospel 


message with your (Continued from page 1069) 








Christmas cards. hath taken it out of the way, nailing 

SEND. 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 it to the cross; having despoiled the 
principalities and the powers, he made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over 

. them in it” (Col, 1:14, 15). According 

e 19s 1 e to the custom of the day, when a bill 


was paid, and therefore was cancelled 
out, it was folded over, stamped with 
a cancellation stamp, and nailed to a 





Choice Gleanings Calendar 


Daily Scripture gems, meditations, leaflet for let- : . : 

cua, Civelinn. iad perme. calender 7 public notice board for all to see. That 

entire year. Several beautiful styles. Any style is the picture that was in the Apostle 

$1.35 postpaid. Order now at your bookstore or Paul’s mind when he wrote these words 
Gospel-Folio Press The Lord Jesus Christ, having paid all 

Box 41 - - Grand Rapids, Mich. the debt of man’s sins by His death on 





the cross for sin, before all the princi- 
palities and powers of evil that were 











arrayed against Him, publicly gave 

The advertisements in The Sunday notice that He Himself had paid the 

Se me the mal nage Lore debt, and the cancelled note was nailed 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the on the cross for all to see and know. 

regular reading of the advertisements That is the central thought of redemp- 

SORTER. 50. VER Werth while, tion—the payment of a price for the 














release of an object, or an individual, 
which has come under the power and 
authority of another and has no ability 


Help Us Evangelize Russians | of making any such payment for himself, 








- or gaining his liberty by any other 
in U. S.A. and Canada means. The word “redemption” always 
The. Slavic Gos ci cians be calls attention to the absolute helpless- 
ing. to .preach- the Gospel of ness of the one redeemed to do anything 
eying to the Russians, Ukrainians, for himself, which makes the term so 
and other Slavic- speaking people in unpopular in certain quarters today. As 
the U.S.A. and Canada. Thousands long as I am struggling in my own 
of D.P.’s have come from Europe strength, or attempting to pay the debts 


who must be evangelized. Pray of my mistakes and errors by my own 
and help now. Send your gifts to the efforts, just so long am I forcing the 
SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION Lord to keep His hands off, and I am 
Peter Deyneka, General Director saying, to all intents and purposes, that 

2434 WN. Kedzie Bivd. Dept. TH Chicago 47, Mlinois His sacrifice on Calvary is of no interest 














Mr OF VISUAL TEACHING 


FOR THE FLANNELBOARD 
BIBLE CENTERED 
BRILLIANT COLORS FLANNELBLOT STOCK 


The reliable International Sunday School lessons 
prepared Quarterly, 13 lessons to a quarter. No 
mounting. Saves time—unsurpassed in the Sunday 
School field. $2.25 a quarter. 

PUPIL ACTIVITY HANDWORK 
Used with Manual of Visual Teaching, keeps hands 
and minds busy with a variety of projects. I2¢ a 
quarter. 

TRUE TO THE BIBLE SERIES 
After 72 years of constant use, this scriptural, 
spiritual exposition of the International Sunday 
School lessons is stil! the favorite in thousands of 
Sunday Schools. Quarterlies for Teachers, Adults, 
Shut-ins, Seniors, Intermediates, Juniors, Young 
People. 


Send for Samples Today — 10¢ 
STIAN PUBLICATIONS INC 


i517 NORTH THIRD ST.. HARRISBURG, PA. 
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to me and was unnecessary in so far 
as I am concerned. 

It is only when I am ready to confess 
my helplessness and hopelessness, and, 
ceasing to struggle in my own strength 
cast myself in full surrender upon Him 
and upon His offer of mercy, that | 
find His redeeming sacrifice and power 
is placed at my disposal. Immediately | 
am made conscious in my soul that the 
debt has been paid in full and that the 
authority of sin has been broken, and 
I can step out a free man, rejoicing in 
the realization of my new status in the 
sight of God, and of my new relationship 
to Him that enables me to call Him 
my Father and to go forward in cer. 
tainty and assurance under His guidance 
and protection, with victory promised. 

Our God and Father, with reverent 
and grateful hearts we remember the 
sacrifice of Thy Son for our sins. Grant 
to us all a new perception of the mean- 
ing of His death for us, that we may 
enter more fully than ever before into 
the joy and the victory that are ours 
through faith in Him. In His name we 
pray, amen. 


(To be continued) 
" 
The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 24 


“Be Born in Us Today” 
(Luke 2:8-20) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE Scripture lesson that has been 

chosen for this week brings us the 
old, old, yet ever new, story of the 
Saviour’s birth in Bethlehem. Many of 
us could repeat from memory the blessed 
words. Most of us could tell what the 
birth of the Lord Jesus meant to Joseph 
and Mary, to the shepherds, to the Wise 
Men, to Herod and the rulers of Israel, 
to Simeon and Anna. No doubt a num- 
ber of us could give a clear outline as 
to the meaning of the Lord’s birth to 
Israel and to the whole world. But our 
topic points to a far more intimate and 
personal meaning in the Saviour’s birth 
than any of these. It confronts us with 
the great truth that Christ may be born 
in your heart and mine, and it chal- 
lenges us to consider what that would 
mean to each of us individually, and then 
to other lives we touch as we go about 
our daily tasks in the home, at school, 
at work, or in our church and young 
people’s group. 

we 
Johannes Scheffler has well said: 


Though Christ a thousand times in Beth- 
lehem be born, 

If He’s not born in thee, thy soul is still 
forlorn. 


There were many, nineteen hundred and 
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fifty years ago to whom Christ’s birth 
in Bethlehem meant very little. Some 
who heard of it went on about their 
business with little more than passing 
curiosity. There are many today who 
have been living for years enjoying the 
penefits of a Christian family, or a Chris- 
tian community, or a Christian land, and 
yet have had very little firsthand expe- 
rience of what Christ can mean to their 
own hearts, 
we 


Hence when Phillips Brooks wrote 
the hymn from which our topic is taken, 
he concluded its message with the lines: 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in; 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel ! 
Notice the great Scriptural truth im- 
plied in this prayer. It is at the heart 
of man’s failure to experience the real 
blessing that Christ came to bestow so 
long ago. Christ never takes possession 
of a human heart without changing it. 
When we refuse to permit Him to cast 
out the sin and selfishness that He finds 
in our hearts, He does not violate our 
wills. Rather-He waits patiently until 
we have become sick of self and sin 
and until we are willing to let Him 
have His way with us. 


b 4 


Sometimes we realize the need of 
cleansing from sin and self and yet mis- 
takenly suppose that there is something 
we must do to get our hearts ready for 
Christ. We delay to throw open the 
door, thinking we must straighten things 
up and make ready for Christ’s entry. 
Nothing is more foolish and confusing. 
“All the fitness He requireth is to feel 
your need of Him.” 

Bishop Moule has embodied this same 
truth in his beautiful hymn, “Come In, 
O Come!” It reads in part: 

Alas, ill-ordered shews the dreary room; 

The household stuff lies heaped amidst the 

gloom; 

The table empty stands, 


dressed; 
Ah, what a welcome for th’ Eternal Guest ! 


Come, not to find, but make this troubled 
heart 
A dwelling worthy of Thee as Thou art; 
To chase the gloom, the terror, and the 
sin; 
Come, all Thyself, yea come, Lord Jesus, 
in! 
Shall we not, then, make this the prayer 
of our hearts this Christmas season? 
He alone can set these hearts of ours 
in order. Let us have done with our 
own effort and striving and let us turn 
over to Him the management of every 
department of our lives so that He may 
make of us what He will. His absolute 
control will bring peace and joy to our 
hearts and at the same time will enable 
us to demonstrate before others what He 
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DR. E. J. PACE Poster Cartoons 
in Calendar Form 


A big 12 x 18  ?. cartoon calendar with a different 


cartoon each mon 


Single cone 35c; 3 copies $1.00 
12 copies $3.50; 25 copies $6.75 


50 copies $11.50 


Dealers, write for quantity discount 
HFUL WORDS ‘pen pany ty td 


ies. Jefferson Avenue 
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Bethel Children’s Home 


Box619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 
A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
PRAY FOR US 
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ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND 


Argye Briggs’ beloved story of Jansie and Chris - 


Order from your bookseller, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
255 Jefferson Ave., S. E. 


Gift Books “Phat Satiafy! 


“Are you looking for good reading? ' Put this title at the top of 
your list.”—Rev. Leonard Greenway. 


“A novel that throbs with the realities of life.”— 


THIS, MY BROTHER 


BY ARGYE M. BRIGGS 


Sunday School Times. 


$3.00 


“I do not know when I have read a 
work of fiction of a Christian charac- 
ter that was so realistic and heart- 
moving.”—Dr. H. A. Ironside. 


- $3.00 





Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
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The Wise Men brought gifts unto the Child. The gold of their sub- 
stance, the myrrh of their devotion, and the frankincense of fragrant service. 

Wise men still bring gifts unto Christ, God's greatest gift of love #6 
you and to me. 


This is His Birthday! 


Will you bring your gifts unto Him? Will you 


help preach the Gospel to His brethren and to sustain Jewish Christians in 
distress, and their little ones for whom He cared so much? 

From shore to shore of the American Continent, through the British 
Isles and many countries in Western Europe, also behind the Iron Curtain, 
and the State of Israel, our missionaries preach Christ in word and deed. 


Here is your opportunity to bring the gifts of your love and devotion 
unto the Lord. 


$ 1.00 will feed a hungry child 
10.00 will supply a —y¢ family with a nourishing parcel of food 
50.00 will heip support y for one month 





‘THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728 S Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Treasurer for Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, B.A., B.D. 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ont., Canada 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COO7ERATIVE COMMITTEE 


heyy Joseph M. Steele, President 
° Edward J. Griffiths, Esq., \ice President py A 
eph T. Britan, D.D., Treasurer Melvin M. Forne; 
Victor B , B.D., General Secretary ‘Stanley K. Gambell 
Howard J. Miekley, Recording Secretary Walter T. Riemann 
Theodore Strong Wray 
son, Th.D. Harry A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Louis S$. D.D. A Sidney D.D. 
Lorne H. Belden, D.D. Nye G. Langmade, D. 
©, 8. Bottortt E. Macartney, D.D. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, D.D. Walter E. McClure, D.D. 
Northcote Deck, M.D. John H. McComb, D.D. 
Francis Downs, D.D, 4. Vernon McGee, Th. 
Walter D. Ferguson, Ph.D. Rebert C. McQuilkin, DD. 
Gc. D.D. Cc. Wi Nyquist 
John P. Forsyth T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
bh, , tq — D.D. MAVilbur Ma dent” 
. i . D.D. 
T. Christie Innes, D.D. Andrew Teltond, D.D. 
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"ISRAEL MY GLORY" Joformative, Senjotural, Challenging, Sent lo all contributors Also on request. 
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JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 
Evangelical - Interdenominatignal. Recognized 
degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 

Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 
For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Jr. ‘o> © 





President 














KEY TO BETTER 


TEACHING 


Higley’s S.S. Lesson Com- 
mentary opens the door 
to more effective teach- 
ing. Proclaimed by thou- 
sandsas thefinestteaching 
aid published. Fundamen- 
tal, {fe ooneong 320 
pages, 23 features, nearly 
300,000 words, only$1.75. 

alg Soutpaiier or direct. Write for 


Big Qreehen Co RS ne Line” Sunday 
upplies. 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept.C-2, Butler, Ind. 











NEW. SCRIPTURE PRESS 


Pattibooks 


beautifully 
dose a, sift if fot te B00 asd eye old Large lettered text 


b- “- * pages tells Gon st os _— 


Plastic cing Seales, coe and 
the PATTI- 
BOOK and read text i tne pages of up picture 


hildre: book is 6% x 7 inches, 
caleaed in 4 colors on yo with 
sturdy varnished cover. 


™ GIVING—Partibook No. 1. Shows 
specific uses for ch . 26 pages, 
12 full color pictures. * Each, $c 
SH-H-H-H—Pattibook No. 2. Builds 
reverential attitude for prayer. 20 pages, 
9 fall color pictures. Each, 75¢ 

WHO LOVES PATTY?—Pattibook No. 
3. Leads up to the great love of Jesus. 
24 pages, 11 full color pictures. Each, = 


Special 
ad 
offer 


RE HELPERS—Pesibook No. 
Teaches the Christan spat of pict: JP ALL FOR 
. 22 pages, 10 ¢ pictures. 
Bach, 7$¢ $2.95 


Order from your favorite dealer or 





434 SOUTH WABASH, CHICAGO $, TLL, DEPT. SSN-110 
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can do in a life that is absolutely yielded 
to Him. 

Will you open wide the door to Him 
this Christmas season? 


PHILADELPHIA, 
ve . 
With the New Books 
Any of these books may be 


ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Children’s Bible Stories. By Theodore 
W. Engstrom. Illustrated by Louis 
Mahacek. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 50 cents each, 
paper.) Children’s Bible Stories is an 
over-all caption for four separate books 
with the following titles: “New Testa- 
ment Stories,” “Old Testament Stories,” 
“Stories of Jesus,” and “Familiar Bible 
Stories.” Any one of the above can be 
purchased separately. The books meas- 
ure about six inches by nine inches, 
and there are illustrations for practically 
every story, some in black and white 
and others in full-color. There are thir- 
teen different stories in each book, and 
each one is very simply, yet well told, 
and should provide delightful, yet highly 
instructive reading for the young child. 
These four books would have special 
value in Sunday schools, nurseries, and 
Daily Vacation Bible schools. 


Ch'ldren’s Bible Verse Color Books. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
2, Mich., four books at 20 cents each, 
paper.) Little tots who have begun to 
take an interest in “coloring” will begin 
to take an interest in God’s Word if 
they can learn to color the very letters 
that make up the lovely verses that 
especially apply to children. The first 
book, “Jesus’ Words to Little Children,” 
has in large outline letters—one or 
two words to a page — the verse, “Suffer 
little children, and forbid them not, to 
come unto me: for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven.” Appropriate illustra- 
tions, in outline, also decorate the pages, 
and may be colored, too. “The Ten 
Commandments,” “The _ Beatitudes,” 
“John 3:16” are similar in design, and 
each book has a predominating color — 
red, blue, green, or orange — with an at- 
tractive cover design that will appeal to 
little children. 


The Jolly J’s of Silver Creek. By 
Brenda Cannon. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; 35 cents, paper.) Jim, Jack, and 
Josephine Jolly lost their parents and 
their home through a tornado that swept 
the “flat country.” When Uncle Ted 
wrote that they could have his aban- 
doned’ cabin, they picked up what few 
belongings they could find and, in an 
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old pick-up truck, traveled up the 
mountains to the one-room cabin “back 
of beyond.” Here they began house. 
keeping and their farm. They were stil] 
in their teens, but all* were Christians 
and in less than a year they had started 
a little Sunday school, which greatly 
pleased good old Uncle Ted when he 
came to visit them. The “Jolly J’s” 
their work and school and play, the 
friends they made among the mountain 
people, and the church they were able 
to help establish, make a_ pleasing 
Christian story for the teen-agers. 


Little Echo in the Hills. Story and Pic. 
tures by Lucia Patton. (Albert Whitman 
& Co., Chicago 6; $1.50.) This book was 
written especially for those children who 
are just beginning to read. Johnny and 
Judy are the main characters in the 
story, and their experiences while on 
a picnic with their parents are delight- 
fully told. Every page of the text is set 
in manuscript type, and every page has 
illustrations, and many are in full color. 
Persons, places, and things mentioned in 
the story are pictured individually at 
both the front and back of the book, and 
this should make the reading of “Little 
Echo in the Hills” even more fascinating 
to young children. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 18 to 24 


Mon.—Luke 2:1-7. 
The Saviour Is Born. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judza in the days of 
Herod the king” (Matt. 2:1). The place 
and time of the advent of Christ were 
divinely selected. “When the fulness of 
the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under th: 
law, to redeem them that were under 
the law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons” (Gal, 4:4, 5). The nature 
and effects of the birth of Christ are so 
glorious that it will take all eternity to 
declare their significance (see Rev. 1: 
5, 6). Pray for the thirteen million peo- 
ple in Persia, 


Tues.—Luke 2:8-20. “Joy to the World.” 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.” The angels who announced 
Christ’s birth knew who and what made 
that announcement joyful tidings. The 
more we appreciate the Saviour of the 
world the more glorious tidings of His 
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Lesson for December 24 
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advent appear. The Godhead veiled in 
flesh for our redemption constitutes the 
greatest display of God’s love, wisdom, 
and power that can be known by angels 
and men. Pray for the Somalilands 
where Christian work is still forbidden. 


Wed.—Luke 2:25-35. Simeen’s Blessing. 

PraYER SuccestTions: “Simeon blessed 
them.” Simeon told Mary and Joseph 
that they were blessed in Jesus, in whom 
all the families of the earth are blessed. 
Christ, the benefactor, makes His bene- 
ficiaries blessed. Simeon’s eyes were 
lightened and delighted with their view 
of God’s salvation personalized in the 
Son of God. Does your tongue bless 
Him? Pray for the twenty thousand 
evangelicals in Portugal. 


Thurs.—Matthew 2:1-12. 
The Wise Men’s Visit. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “There came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem , 
to worship him.” How wise they were 
appears in Psalm 2:10-12, and in the 
nineteer. hundred and more years (not 
to mention the future) of honors given 
them for honoring the Son of God. But 
lest we forget that we, too, may be hon- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ored by Him we remind ourselves of the 
fact that all who honor Christ will be 
honored of God. We may be among the 
wise if we walk in wisdom’s ways. Pray 
for the one million one hundred and 
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There’s Still Time! 


Special Christmas Offer lasts until December 31st. 
Three or more subscriptions to either MY CHUM, for 
children, or THE CHRISTIAN PARENT cost you 
only $1.50 each. Give lasting Christmas gifts — place 


these Christ-centered magazines in many each 
month. Single subscriptions $2.00 a year—three or 
more $1.50 each, in any combination. Samples 10c. 


The Christian Education Co., Box 31, "gin? 


eighty thousand or more Christians in 
Egypt. 


Fri,—Titus 3:4-7. 
God’s Kindness to Men. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The kindness 
and love of God .. . toward man ap- 
peared.” That on this world God’s love 
should particularly light and find its 
fullest expression in saving men will 
be the wonder of wonders in both time 
and eternity. John 3:16 puts into few 
words the wondrous story of God’s love 
to man and no mind can conceive of 
anything more overwhelming than 
Christ’s incarnation, cross, and glorifi- 
cation. Pray for the thousands of poor 
political prisoners in Greece. 


Sat.—1 John 4:7-11. We Must Love. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Love one an- 
other.” The benevolence of God re- 
vealed in Christ must be shed abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost before 
we can manifest it toward others. The 
want of the love of Christ in His pro- 
fessed followers is the bane of the 
Church of our times. By schisms she 
is rent asunder and warfare prevails 
where the peace of God should rule and 
reign. Pray for the ten million people 
in Formosa, 





WASHINGTON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Three-Year General Bible Course 
Second Semester begins January 22, 1951 
Write for catalog 


1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 
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1951 TORREY’S 


GIST of the LESSON 


over half a century of leadership 


Edited by John W. Bradbury 
Insist on the ORIGINAL. Fifty-One 
years supremacy. Never equalled. 
Condensed thought. Digest and text 
of lesson. Full exposition. 

Other features: Cloth Bound  60¢ postpaid 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 10 
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Sun.—John 3:16-18. « 
“God So Loved the Worla.” || LOOKING FOR 1951 


Prayer Succestions: “God so loved.” - CAMPING FACILITIES? 
The love of God to man revealed in - New Camp Facilities are now avail- 
the person, word, and work of Christ fF able in beautiful Lake Geneva, 
is incomprehensible and passes know]- » Wisconsin, for churches, youth or 
edge. The infinite cannot be compre- 


children’s groups, organizations. 
hended by the finite. God’s wisdom can Nominal Camper Rates 1951 Season 
no more be grasped than a human fist } RE tats. 
can lay hold of all the sunbeams. But Cafeteria, Buildings, and Grounds - Our Staff 
God's love can be enjoyed and its infinite Program end Services ++ - - - Your Staff 
benefits obtained here and hereafter by Accommodations—128 Campers, plus Staff 
the humblest mortals. The sea of God’s 


Write Director, Dept. SS 
grace is immeasurable. Pray for India, LAs Gann Vers Sa 
Pakistan, and Ceylon. 


- 311 Lake Street Chicago 6, 





ws TEPUUPOCTOECTOCOCOCOCTOCOOCTOCTOOES FY. 











< 


Have you ever felt ALONE IN THE WORLD? 


Hundreds of Jews who have found their Messiah (or 
have given thought thereto) have been forsaken 
relatives and friends—and Christians have made N 
PROVISION for them in their distresses. 
The Hebrew Christian Alliance of America will under- 
take their relief in the form of a Rest Home, if you 
will make it possible. 

Will YOU Help? 


Send along a LOVE GIFT, or a MEMORIAL to some 
loved one. 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
MY BRETHREN, ye have done it UNTO ME.” 
Send gift to HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


(Mark for “Rest Home”) 
520 Melrose Street Chicago 13, Illinois 


Write for information to Mrs. Margaret L. Wiesenberg, 310 W. 94th Street, New York 25, N.Y. 


























4 Wonderful Christmas Gift for You! 


it ih “It was the finest gift I received last Christmas, for 
hi ‘J E calla Po it has been a blessing all year. Don’t forget me this 
Mj ‘i year.” An office secretary. 


“You are to be highly complimented for originating 
this most unusual Stewardship Diary. I couldn’t well do 
without mine.” President of a large Building & Loan Co. 


“We tried to keep our tithing in order, but it was a 
mess until you gave us our first Diary.” 
A Wisconsin farmer. 




















“Bring ye all the tithes ints the storehouse, These are but a few of the expressions received from 
re Twill oper; youthe windows of heaven, the thousands of Christians across the nation and around 
and pour you cut a blessing........... o| Sewers - eat ated 

Malachi 5:10. The Bible Meditation League is again giving abso- 
5 : lutely free to the recipients the beautiful 4 by 6% inches 
fod we Stewardship Diary for next year. Every reader of this 
i : : publication may have one or more copies without cost 

Al the tithe of Phelan is the Lond Lev.c7:90 simply by sending in the coupon printed on this page. 
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WHAT YOU ky OU REAP 


You Can Make Others Happy, Too 


This beloved Japanese Christian has asked for 
Bibles and study material for many thousands of souls 
with whom he is working. American missionaries in 
Japan have recently written to ask for more than a 
million copies of the Scriptures and study outlines. 
South American missionaries ask for vast quantities of 
material for the interior Indians and for work among 
the Catholics. We have been asked to begin preparing 
hundreds of thousands of Korean language study 
courses. Germany is pleading. Formosa asks for 
three million outlines. Sixty-one nations are turning 
to us for-Scriptures and study material. We invite you 
to help meet these tens of thousands of dollars in cost 
of printing and shipping the Word. A very wonderful collection of stories of victory in Christ 
from Japan will be sent with the receipt for your “Make others happy, too” contribution. 


CUT OFF HERE, AND MAIL 








The Bible Meditation League, Inc. 
Box 1957. Columbus, Ohio 


Please send to me without charge a copy of the 1951 Steward’s Diary. I would like (.--.......- ) copies also for 
distribution in my church. 


I want to make someone happy at this Christmas time through my sending to them the message of Christ, and I am 
enclosing herewith my contribution of $.........__.. to be used for the supplying of free Scriptures and study material. 
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